











By Fr John Downey mccj

Fr Melaku at the entrance to the school
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or over a year Fr Melaku,
our Ethiopian Comboni
missionary, based at the
Leeds has

incentivising and appealing for

community, been
support to build a school for
primary and secondary school
education in his native Nekemte,
Ethiopia. In our last summer
edition, he gave an update on
progress and now invites us to
readaboutthelatestdevelopments!

The Nekemte region is a
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deprived area of Ethiopia and he
believes that a good education can

help many people to rise from

poverty and build their own
future.

The  second  phase  of
construction is scheduled for

completion in December 2025.
When it is completed, the primary
school will accommodate over
700 children. With this mind he
has gained the support of many

parishes and readers of our
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Comboni Mission magazine. Our
grateful thanks.

Fr Melaku recently paid a visit
to the building project still in
progress, and was able to send
some wonderful photos of happy
pupils setting out on their first
We pray that this

endeavour will be blessed and

classes.

continue to flourish.

You can contact Fr Melaku at:
melakutafessea@yahoo.com
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Map of Ethiopia showing Nekemte west of the capital Addis Abbaba. iStock credit: Gt29

Fr Melaku being greeted by grateful pupils
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Thank you once again for your most welcome letters. It reminds us that some
people do read our missionary magazine! Reading today is becoming less and
less a daily pleasure.

To encourage you all our readers: to let us know your thoughts and opinions,
I will post here my address so that your comments come directly to our office!

Editor, Verona Fathers - Email: jdcomboni@gmail.com
London Road, Sunningdale SLS OJY#, Berks, England

Hello Fr John

I really like all the articles in the Comboni Mission Autumn
version 2024. The piece on Fr Manuel Joao Pereira was

very moving, as was Sister Mary Lonergan. May she rest in
peace. Hopefully Pope Francis will have a fruitful Synod and
hopefully the people of Mozambique, Sudan and Gaza will
someday be able to return to their home countries. Terrible
events!

Gordon Downie
Dunoon, Scotland

No! to genocide.  istock credit: DnHolm

Dear Fr Clark,
I trust you are in good spirits and I remember when you
came to our church of St Sylvester here in Elgin. I have been
supporting the Verona Fathers for a very long time and the
you do so much for people all over the world. We should hope
and pray for peace.

I love getting the Quarterly magazine and I have just
received the autumn edition and the lovely calendar for 2025.

May you have a very peaceful Christmas and a peaceful
2025. God Bless.

Mary Craig, Elgin, Scotland
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Dear Fr John

There are some wonderful
articles in the “Comboni
Mission” magazine and
“Getting to know the
Comboni Missionaries”
invariably leaves me joyful
in the amazing work done by
all the remarkable Comboni
Missionaries, mostly in
difficult parts of the world.

I have just read about
Father Manuel Correia in the
Autumn magazine. What an
incredible interview with this
outstanding man. His courage
and strength in the face of a
terrible illness, and his love - i
of life and sheer joy isamost 7 =
wonderful example. He is an '
outstanding witness, so open
to God’s will for him. How -
beautiful to say that he is on the sea, seeing two shores, with
one this life and the other what awaits us due to our faith
and hope. He has been dealt such bitter blows that he sees
as opportunities for a new vision of life. He is absolutely
inspiring, a shining example to all in his witness to God.
His story is so moving and yet so uplifting in its hope and
acceptance, indeed more than acceptance as he sees his
illness in such a remarkably positive way.

Fr Manuel prays in the chapel of Castel’'Dazzano

Thank you for such heartwarming articles to help and
guide in our earthly journey. And every blessing to the
incredible Father Correia for his great generosity of spirit in
sharing his powerful story of hope.

Adprian Finn,
Halifax, West Yorkshire

Nekemte School in Progress

Fr Melaku writes from Ethiopia
The long-waited Abba N .
Gebremariam Amanet’s
Memorial Catholic Eco- School
commenced teaching 35
children on the 16 of September
2024. It is a remarkable day
for the parents because they
were longing to send their
children to this new school.
When they brought their
children for registration, they
had an opportunity to visit the
classrooms, administration
block and toilet facilities. They are so pleased to see good
furniture, spotless classrooms and well-prepared teachers
with rich experiences.

Furthermore, the neighbouring people are so delighted
to have such a fine school near them because it brings
development, job opportunities and quality of education.
The Catholic Church of Nekemte Vicariate employed three
teachers, one secretary, one cleaner and two watchmen. All
of them are eager to do their best in order to provide an
excellent education.

The newly consecrated Bishop of Nekemte, hosted a
meeting with the parents and with the Bishop Mikias
Getahun Fanta assured the parents of providing an excellent

education as well as thanked them for bringing their children
to this new school.

This school mostly benefits disadvantaged children and
these children will certainly have a very bright future. The
Apostolic Vicariate of Nekemte and the parents of the
children are so grateful to all the support and donors.

Every year we need more classrooms and at the same time
we will take more students. Currently the second phase of
the construction project is in progress. Therefore, we need
your support in order to accomplish full primary school
education from age 6 to age 14. Once the second phase will be
completed, we will have a full primary school.

Once again, I am so grateful to you all.

God Bless you
Fr. Melaku
(See pages 20-21 Latest News on the Nekemte Project progresses)

Dear Fr John
Thank you for the latest Comboni Mission magazine. I
haven't read it all yet but I liked the uplifting interview
with Fr Manuel Jodo Pereira Correia on his debilitating
illness. He radiates such a positive outlook on life with
love and acceptance of his cross. He is a wonderful
example for us all.
God bless your work
Yours sincerely
Ian Johnston
Tooting, London
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When Word took flesh one silent night
Surprise with wonder multiplied
Great Joy the meek beatified

In humble corner touched by light

And Hope went forth with gentle might
To all the world spread far and wide
When Word took flesh one silent night
Surprise with wonder multiplied

To our divisions came new sight
Disunity conflict hearts of pride
Refusal to stand side by side

Peace dawned upon this ancient plight
When Word took flesh one silent night

Visit our websites:
www.comboni.org.uk

www.combonimissionaries.co.uk
www.combonimissionaries.ie
www.southworld.net
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