
Under Black Skies – Author Note

Caution: Here be Spoilers! Read after Under Black Skies.

I know. I know!

Sorry. Please don’t hurt me!

Trust me when I say 

1. It had to end there. 

2. It isn’t over. 

3. It will be worth it. 

And remember, in the author note for Beneath Black Sails, I promised a happily ever after 
for Vice and Knigh. I very much stand by that promise! 

(In case you’ve missed any of my author notes, you can find them (together with some 
other bonuses, like playlists) here: https://www.claresager.com/bbssecret/)

As well as being sliiiightly evil, I had a lot of fun writing this book. In particular, I loved 
getting to reference a couple of favourite pop culture moments that have stayed with me 
for years.

You might’ve noticed Knigh’s method for dealing with the kraken felt kind of… familiar. 
Yep, I was totally inspired by Disney’s The Little Mermaid, which I might’ve watched 
EVERY DAY for about a year as a kid. That moment Eric skewers Ursula was so iconic, 
and when I was searching for a way to hurt the kraken (sorry, kraken!) other than 
lightning, it of course came to mind. 

Then we have a less famous moment, but one that for me was much more emotionally 
resonant… 

https://www.claresager.com/bbssecret/


I love Bioware games. LOVE THEM. Mass Effect is my favourite video game franchise of 
all time (yes, even more than Baldur’s Gate). When I first played Dragon Age Inquisition, 
there was a moment that stuck with me.

(Skip the next paragraph if you’re worried about vague spoilers from a seven-year-old 
video game (at time of writing).)

Early on, your base Haven is attacked by the Big Bad (I said they’d be vague spoilers!) and 
realising they’re the target, the main character, The Inquisitor, volunteers to stay behind 
and act as a distraction/face the Big Bad, buying time for everyone else to evacuate into 
the mountains. Seeing this puny mortal face the overwhelming force of the Big Bad’s army 
(complete with flaming catapults) and then, injured, try and follow the trail of their friends 
into the blizzard was… I can’t explain it, but it was a powerful moment for me. There’s 
something in there that epitomises heroism, bravery, sacrifice, and, most importantly, 
vulnerability, as the Inquisitor stumbles through the cold, alone and unprepared for the 
elements. She only survives because her friends find her… but they only survive because 
she took that stand.

As soon as I played that scene, I knew I had to include a moment like that in one of my 
books some day, and as I planned the Battle of Nassau, I knew the time had come.

I hope you enjoyed it as much as I enjoyed writing it. And I also hope you enjoyed seeing 
Vice and Knigh finally come together properly. Of course, it isn’t all resolved, yet, but… 
well, things are better than they were in BBS or ADT, right?! 

Speaking of things getting better… 

Sometimes our characters say the things we need to hear. Never has this been more true 
than when Vice tells Knigh in no uncertain terms that his father’s actions weren’t his fault. 

Oof! Right in the feels, that one. 

It was a hard scene to write (on a par with the final Knigh scene of this book … broken 
Knigh breaks me), but an important one for Knigh as an individual, for them as a couple, 
and for me. Maybe it was important for you, too. 

I see you. 

As the dedication for this book says: 

To everyone who’s ever blamed themselves for someone else’s decisions, someone 
else’s actions.

There’s something in us, especially as children, that looks for understanding. Why did X 
happen? Because if we know why, we can maybe, hopefully, stop it happening again. 



And when we can’t find an obvious answer, we look for the less obvious answer … and 
often we turn inside for that answer. What did I do that made X happen? What did I do 
wrong that made this person do this thing?

That is how we form misbeliefs. I am not good/pretty/smart/strong enough. That’s why they did 
this. If I can only be the perfect daughter/son/student/sibling/friend/football player, the perfect 
everything, then it won’t happen again. 

And those misbeliefs stick with us. They inform our decisions, our behaviours, the way we 
interpret the world … everything.

That’s why it’s hard to shift. That’s why sometimes you need to break before you can come 
back together in a new form. That’s what I’ve been putting Vice and Knigh through. 

That’s sometimes what we need to go through. 

I know there will be some of you that this resonates with. Maybe the first time Vice and 
Knigh bonded over ‘disappointing fathers’ you bonded with them, too. Maybe Knigh’s 
fears about not knowing who to trust and his unwillingness to trust himself and his own 
judgement were a kick in the feels. Maybe those words Vice clings to felt horribly familiar: 
everyone leaves. They leave or let you down or die.

I cannot wait to share the final part of Vice and Knigh’s story with you. I have such plans 
for them in Through Dark Storms. (Insert evil laughter here.)

But in the meantime, I’m going to wish you all the best and remind you that you can get 
your free copy of Across Dark Seas (in case you missed it) right here: https://
www.claresager.com/freebook/ 

That gets you on my newsletter, which is also the best way to keep up to date on release 
details for Through Dark Storms and other cool things (like merch and maybe even book 
boxes).

Happy reading. 

All the very best,

Clare Sager, May 2021
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