
Against Dark Tides – Author Note

Caution: Here be Spoilers! Read after Against Dark Tides.

So there we have it – Vice and Knigh are and will continue to be ‘just friends’. (And I type 
that with aaall the side-eye in the world!)

I mean, come on, you’ve seen these two together … Like that’s going to last!

But, yes, for now, our favourite pirate and former pirate hunter are friends. And, as Vice 
realises in that last scene – it’s an achievement to get to that point, a hard-won victory. I 
think they’ve earned a bit of a breather to just enjoy that sunset. 

Maybe the same could be said for me (and perhaps you, too), because this book was a 
challenge to write on a few levels. As a clue, I’m writing this author note in September 
2020, just 5 months after writing the author note for Beneath Black Sails. What a 5 months 
they’ve been.

If you’re reading this, you know all about 2020, so I’m not going to drag you through a list 
of all the s**t that’s gone down, but I know you know. If you’ve lived through 2020, you’ve 
seeeeeen stuff.

I started writing Against Dark Tides (ADT) in February/March 2020, then of course 
Covid-19 hit the UK, followed by lockdown, etc, etc. No surprise, then this book took a lot 
longer to write than I’d planned.

But the challenge isn’t necessarily the important thing – it’s how we deal with it. Coping 
mechanisms feel like the theme for 2020 (and we still have the last quarter to go!). The 
gods and the fair folk (and maybe even the Wild Hunt) must’ve been smiling on me 
because I somehow lucked into discovering my 2020 life raft. 



Not meditation. Not binge-watching Tiger King. Not long baths filled with Lush Bubble 
Bars (although these are a new pleasure I did discover this year). And not even eating my 
own body weight in chocolate or building a home gym to make up for gyms being closed.

It was a friend. I met Lasairiona McMaster at an author conference two weeks before 
lockdown hit the UK. Somehow, as the world condensed around us, she and I became 
accountability buddies, unofficial self-care coaches, and close friends.

She kicked my butt when I was being flakey, and she bullied me (in the nicest possible 
way) into being kinder to myself when I was impatient at my slow progress. 

I won’t go into every single way she helped me, but I will say these two things:

1. This book wouldn’t have come out in September if not for her.

2. You might need to hear this – just surviving 2020 is an achievement. Well done! And 
if you made any progress on anything in 2020, that is not to be sniffed at. You are a Pirate 
Queen/King and Vice and I are both proud of you.

When I asked my reader group for help naming ships in ADT (particularly the re-named 
Covadonga), Clare Dix shared a word that was just perfect: Respair, which British institution 
and lexicographer Susie Dent had shared the disused word in a tweet, meaning “fresh 
hope and a recovery from despair”.

It felt like a perfect word both for this stage of Vice and Knigh’s story … and for this year. 

It’s a shame that we still use the word despair and yet have forgotten respair, when surely 
respair is an all-the-more important concept to cling to.

I think that word lingered in my mind as I wrote, seeping out in little moments, like the 
celebration of Yule, as Knigh says in his toast: “The light in the night of the year. The sun 
returns. Winter is won. To surviving the dark.”

Of course, the circumstances of 2020 weren’t the only challenge of this book … After that 
betrayal in Beneath Black Sails, this next part of Vice and Knigh’s story was always going to 
be tricky to execute. How the hells do you get a couple from enemies to lovers to enemies 
again and then turn them into friends convincingly? 

That was my biggest concern with writing this book, and I put a lot of time and planning 
into pulling it off. This book was always going to be the most angsty out of the series, with 
that constant push and pull between Vice and Knigh of wanting and yet hurting and 
wanting and hurting … 

It could never be as simple as “Oh, you apologised? Oh, OK! Kissing time!” So, although 
ADT is kind of agonising at times and it’s hard leaving them as ‘just friends’ (Mmm-hmm!), 

https://twitter.com/susie_dent/status/998882912249491456


I hope you enjoyed that back and forth and found their path to friendship satisfying and 
truthful. 

I mean, it only took a bloody KRAKEN!!!

I’ve always loved the sea – as a kid, I wanted to be a marine biologist, and I was 
particularly interested in the creatures that lurk in the deepest parts of the ocean. But 
there’s also that trepidation about the sea – it gives life and takes it, conditions change 
with deceptive speed, and that crucial element of the unknown … What lies beneath the 
surface? 

No surprise, then, when I decided to write a pirate series, I knew there needed to be a sea 
‘monster’ (or not monster …) and, for me, those old etchings showing a ship battling a 
giant octopus are so iconic, it had to be a kraken-inspired creature.

(Although the legends vary between the kraken being a giant squid or an octopus, for me 
squid have a certain delicacy to their bodies – I can’t picture them crushing ships in their 
slender tentacles. On the other hand, the octopus could be more threatening, with its 
muscular arms and robust body. Plus, octopuses are incredibly clever, albeit in a very 
different way to mammals.)

If you’d like to read more about my inspiration and be the first to get news about my 
books, you can sign up for my newsletter if you haven’t already, right here:
https://www.claresager.com/bbsback 

I tend to email a couple of times a month (plus an extra time if I have a new release) and 
members get some gifts for joining, such as a free ebook of the full-length prequel Across 
Dark Seas. 

I also share articles and book-related goodness on my social media: I’m most active on 
Instagram (@claresager) and in my reader group on Facebook, where I sometimes ask for 
help with things like what to call ships (https://www.facebook.com/groups/
HiddenCourt). 

As with BBS, you can get some fun extras, including playlists for the books in the series, 
deleted scenes, and a Pinterest board here: https://www.claresager.com/bbssecret. I’m 
adding to the page all the time, so keep your eye out for more goodies, including a map!

There you go – that’s enough from me until the author note for Under Black Skies where 
Vice and Knigh encounter fiendish puzzles, a stolen map, and a betrayal that will shake 
pirate-kind. Dun, dun, duuuuunnnn!

In the meantime, happy reading and here’s to surviving the dark. 

All the very best,
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Clare Sager, September 2020
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