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LISBON DECLARATION ON HUMANITIES, OPEN RESEARCH AND 

INNOVATION 

  
 

Open to be signed by citizens and institutions as a result of the European Humanities 

Conference 2021, Lisbon, 7th May 2021 

 

The undersigned,  
Reaffirming the conclusion of the 2017 World Humanities Conference, convened jointly by the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the 
International Council for Philosophy and Human Sciences (CIPSH), that the humanities have an 
essential role to play in equipping societies to make sense of the contemporary challenges 
they face and enabling governments and other policy-makers and social actors to respond to 
them; 
Stressing that the unique value of the humanities depends on the diversity of their concepts, 
methods, traditions and experiences and on their productive relationship with the social and 
natural sciences, including through innovative forms of transdisciplinarity; 
Emphasizing, among the challenges on which the humanities can shed light, the priority 
importance of the Covid-19 pandemic and its multiple effects on inequalities, inclusion and 
well-being; radicalism and extremism; digital transformations and their ethical implications; 
and imagining and creating new ways of inhabiting the Earth and relating to one another; 
Suggesting that such challenges cluster around the overarching importance of interpreting and 
reinterpreting what it means to be human in the face of a world in transformation; 
Noting recent initiatives taken on these lines by UNESCO, including in particular the BRIDGES 
sustainability humanities action coalition within the Management of Social Transformations 
programme and the preparation of the Recommendation on the Ethics of Artificial Intelligence; 
by the European Union, in particular the strategic framework for European cooperation in 
education and training; by national governments and agencies, including the preparation of 
the European Humanities Conference by UNESCO, CIPSH and the Portuguese Foundation for 
Science and Technology (FCT); and by CIPSH and Humanities research units, in particular the 
Global History of Humankind and the World Humanities Report;  
Expressing concern that the humanities often lack, in higher education and research systems, 
the resources and recognition necessary for their full potential to be captured; 
Underscoring that their contribution to policy making can be enhanced substantially, as they 
shed light on different human interactions and contexts and help improving decision making.   
Welcoming the outcomes of the European Humanities Conference, which brought together in 
Lisbon, from 5 to 7 May, humanities stakeholders from Europe, and beyond, to explore shared 
intellectual and institutional challenges and propose practical responses to them; 
The signatories hereunder, 

1. Invite humanities scholars to mobilize their institutions and relevant stakeholders to guarantee 

that every single youngster throughout Europe has open access to humanities research, 
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education and innovation by 2025, contributing effectively to increase humanities literacy 

throughout all European regions. 

Encourage humanities scholars to engage actively in research, education and innovation 

activities under “open science principles” and in close collaboration with activities throughout 
different disciplines, as well as policy-level discussion, contributing to new modes of knowledge 

production and diffusion, together with innovative concepts and understandings of evidence. 

2. Request education leaders and higher education institutions to ensure that, from primary 

through all levels of education, including doctorate levels, integrate, transversally, course units 

on humanities and sciences interaction, strengthening the value of universal knowledge for 

addressing societal challenges. 

3. Request research and higher education institutions and employers to actively promote mobility 

of students and researchers in the humanities, across geographic borders and disciplinary fields. 

4. Further request higher education and research institutions to reach out to a wide range of 

stakeholders, through education, research and innovation initiatives aimed at sustainable 

innovation, co-designed with local communities, building from the humanities and their 

interaction with sciences and techniques. 

5. Undertake to strengthen support for the humanities autonomy through existing funding 

mechanisms as well as innovative forms of financing. 

6. Invite UNESCO, together with the institutions of the European Union, to seek appropriate 

modalities to bring together governments at Ministerial level, both in Europe and beyond, to 

further promote humanities research, education and innovation and to help designing 

corresponding policy actions. 

 
       Lisbon, 7th of May 2021 
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The undersigned endorse the Lisbon Declaration on the Humanities, Open Research and Innovation, 

 

  

 

Ministry of Science, Technology and 
Higher Education of the Portuguese 

Republic 

Ministry of Education, Science and 
Sport of the Republic of Slovenia 

 

   

 
 

 

United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization – 

Management of Social Transformations 
(UNESCO-MOST) 

International Council for Philosophy and 
Human Sciences (CIPSH) 

Fundação para a Ciência e Tecnologia - 
Portuguese Foundation for Science nad 

Technology (FCT) 

 
 

 

International Science Council (ISC) Science Europe 
HERA (Humanities in the European 

Research Area) 
 

 

  
 

Asian New Humanities 
Network (ANHN) 

European Consortium of 
Humanities Institutes and 

Centers (ECHIC) 

European Alliance for Social 
Sciences and Humanities 

(EASSH) 

Fédération Internationale 
des Études Classiques 

(FIEC) 

 

 
  

International Association for 
Aesthetics (IAA) 

International Association for 
Humanities and Cultural 

Integrated Landscape 
Management (APHELEIA) 

International Association for 
Promoting Geoethics (IAPG) 

International Council of 
Historical Sciences (CISH) 
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International Geographic 
Union (IGU) 

International Union of 
History and Philosophy of 

Science and 
Technology/Division of 
History of Science and 

Technology (IUHPST/DHST) 

International Union of History 
and Philosophy of Science 

and Technology/Div. of 
Logics, Meth.  and Philosophy 

of Science and Technology 
(IUHPST/DLMPST) 

International Union of 
Prehistoric and 

Protohistoric Sciences 
(UISPP) 

 
  

 

Permanent International 
Committee of Linguists (CIPL) 

MAAYA, Réseau mondial 
pour la diversité linguistique 

Global University Network for 
innovation (GUNI) 

 

  

  

Centre International des 
Sciences de l’Homme, Byblos 

HERITY International   

 

Club of Rome - Emerging New Civilization(s) Initiative (ENCI) 

Eötvös Loránd Research Network (ELKH)  

Swedish Research Institute in Istanbul  

Associação Portuguesa de Estudos Clássicos (APEC) 

Classical Association, United Kingdom  

Czech Academy of Sciences  

International Plutarch Society (IPS) 

Lithuanian association of Classicists 

Polish Association for Ancient Studies 

Red Española de Filosofía 

Research Council of Norway 

Sociedad Española de Estudios Clásicos  

Societat Catalana d'Estudis Clàssics 

Spanish Society of Linguistics 

Swedish Classical Association 

American Classical League (ACL) 

Instituto Politécnico de Tomar 

National University of Arts, Bucharest 

Nova University, Lisbon 

Universidade Aberta  

Universidade da Beira Interior 

Universidade de Coimbra 

Universidade Federal de Santa Maria, Brazil 
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University of Helsinki 

University of Latvia  

University of Macerata 

University of Nicosia 

Faculty of Arts and Letters of the University of Beira Interior 

Asociación Murciana de Profesores de Latín y Griego 

Association Internationale des Études Byzantines 

Centre for English, Translation, and Anglo-Portuguese Studies, Lisbon 

Centre for Humanistic Studies / Centro de Estudos Humanísticos (CEHUM) da Universidade do Minho 

Centro de Estudos Clássicos e Humanísticos (CECH) da Universidade de Coimbra 

Centro de Filosofia das Ciências da Universidade de Lisboa 

Centro de Geociências da Universidade de Coimbra 

Escola de Letras, Artes e Ciências Humanas (ELACH) da Universidade do Minho 

Instituto de Investigação Interdisciplinar da Universidade de Coimbra 

Instituto de Salud Carlos III (Institute of Health Carlos III) 

Instituto Terra e Memória 

Interdisciplinary Center for Archaeology and Evolution of Human Behaviour (ICArEHB), Universidade do 
Algarve 

Praxis – Centre of Philosphy, Politics and Culture of the University of Beira Interior 

Vasile Pârvan Institute of Archaeology of the Romanian Academy, Bucharest  

Adama SAMASSEKOU, Président de la Conférence Mondiale des Humanités, Ancien Ministre de 
l'Education du Mali, Ancien Président du CIPSH 

Antonio Damasio, Brain and Creativity Institute, University of Southern California 

Marina Warner, FBA FRSL Birkbeck College, University of London 

Rauna Kuokkanen, Arctic Indigenous Studies, Fulbright Arctic Initiative Fellow, University of Lapland 

Hsiung Ping-chen, Chinese University of Hong-Kong, Secretary General of the International Council for 
Philosophy and Human Sciences 

José Paulo Esperança, Vice-President of the Portuguese Foundation for Science and Technology (FCT) 

Luiz Oosterbeek, Instituto Politécnico de Tomar, President of the International Council for Philosophy 
and Human Sciences, UNESCO Chair Humanities and Cultural Integrated Landscape Management 

Henrique Leitão, University of Lisbon, Co-chair of the Scientific Committee of the European Humanities 
Conference 

Rosi Braidotti, University of Utrecht, Co-chair of the Scientific Committee of the European Humanities 
Conference 

President Marc Schiltz, President of Science Europe 

Chao Gejin, Institute of Ethnic Literature, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Past-President of the 
International Council for Philosophy and Human Sciences 
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Erika Robrahn González,  Vice-President of the International Union of Prehistoric and Protohistoric 
Sciences 

Frieda Steurs, Secretary-General of CIPL 

Giuseppe Di Capua, Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e Vulcanologia, International Association for 
Promoting Geoethics 

Jesús de la Villa, Madrid, President of the Spanish Society for Classical Studies, Vice-president of FIEC, 
Executive Committee of CIPSH 

Luísa Igreja, Portuguese Foundation for Science and Technology 

Luisa Migliorati, Sapienza Università di Roma, Pontificia Accademia Romana di Archeologia, Union 
Académique Internationale, VP of the International Council for Philosophy and Human Sciences 

Margaret Higonnet, Professor, University of Connecticut, Treasurer of the International Council for 
Philosophy and Human Sciences 

Maria do Rosário Costa, Portuguese Foundation for Science and Technology 

Marta Arzarello, Secretary-General of the International Union of Prehistoric and protohistoric Sciences 

Michael A. Osborne, President of the International Union of History and Philosophy of Science and 
Technology/Division of History of Science and Technology 

Miško Šuvaković, President of the International Association for Aesthetics 

Noel Salazar, Secretary-General of the International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences 

Renaldas Gudauskas, Director of the National Library of Lithuania; board of APHELEIA. 

Samuel Lieu, President of the International Union of Academies 

Silvia Peppoloni, Secretary General of IAPG - International Association for Promoting Geoethics 

Tim Jensen, Director of Teaching of the Study of Religions, University of Southern Denmark, Deputy 
Secretary General of CIPSH 

William L. McBride, Past President, FISP, and member of the Executive Committee, CIPSH 

Yukio Himiyama, Past President of the International Geographic Union 

Zoltán Somhegyi, Secretary General of the International Association for Aesthetics 

John F Haldon, President of the Association Internationale des Études Byzantines, Director, Climate 
Change and History Research Initiative, Princeton University 

Steven P. Hartman, Executive Director of BRIDGES, visiting Professor at University of Iceland 

Rosa Maria Menendez Lopez, President of the Consejo Superior De Investigaciones Científicas, Spanish 
National Research Council (CSIC) 

Manuela Mendonça, Professora aposentada da Faculdade de Letras de Lisboa e Presidente da Academia 
Portuguesa da História 

Maria Salomé Pais, Secretary General of the Academy of Sciences of Lisbon and Executive Secretary of 
the UNESCO Chair Educational and science for development and human welfare  

Indrikis Muiznieks, Rector of the University of Latvia  

João Sàágua, Rector of the Nova University, Lisbon 

Philippos Pouyioutas, Rector of the University of Nicosia 

Carlos Alvarez Pereira, Club of Rome 
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Inguelore Scheunemann, President of HERITY International 

Benno Werlen, UNESCO Chair In Global Understanding for Sustainability, University of Jena 

Carlos Ceia, Coordinator of CIPSH Chair in Digital Humanities in Education, Coordinator of CETAPS, 
Professor of FCSH/NOVA, Lisbon 

José Eduardo Franco, Coordinator of CIPSH Chair in Global Studies, Universidade Aberta 

Raquel Yotti, Director General, Instituto de Salud Carlos III (Institute of Health Carlos III) 

Abhishek Tripathi, Psychology and Cognitive Science, Sapienza University,Rome 

Adams Bodomo, Professor, University of Vienna 

Alexandra Aragão, Faculdade de Direito da Universidade de Coimbra, Instituto Jurídico 

Alexandra Milanova, Institute of Balkan Studies & Centre of Thracology, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 

Ana Falcato, Faculdade de Ciências Sociais e Humanas, Universidade Nova de Lisboa, IFILNOVA 

Anne Snick, Club of Rome 

Antony Bonano, Professor of Archaeology in the Department of Classics and Archaeology of 
the  University of Malta 

Augustin Holl, Xiamen University, Fujian, P.R. China 

Bisserka Gaydarska, Durham University 

Bruce Bradley, Emeritus Professor, University of Exeter 

Cecilia Åsberg, Chair of Gender nature culture, Linköping University, Director and founder of The 
Posthumanities Hub 

Christian Isendahl, Professor of Archaeology, Associate Head of Department for Internationalization, 
Department of Historical Studies, University of Gothenburg 

Christian Laes. President of the European federation of associations of teachers of classical 
languagesand civilisations (Euroclassica) 

Christina Henkel, Department of Intercultural German Studies at the Faculty of Humanities, Goettingen 
University 

Cláudia Cavadas, Vice-Rector, Research and PhD programs, University of Coimbra 

Clive Chandler, Chair of the Classical Association of South Africa (CASA) 

Daan F. Oostveen, Utrecht University 

Delfim Leão, Vice.Rector of the University of Coimbra 

Dmytro Kiosak, National University, Ukraine 

Doireann Wallace, Trinity College Dublin, Shape-ID 

Dulce Lopes, Professora Auxiliar da Faculdade de Direito da Universidade de Coimbra e Investigadora do 
Instituto Jurídico da Universidade de Coimbra  

Dušan Mihailović, Head of the Department of Archaeology, University of Belgrade 

Eduarda Vieira, Centro de Investigação em Ciência e Tecnologias das Artes (CITAR), Escola das artes, 
Universidade Católica Portuguesa 

Ewdoksia Papuci-Wladyka, Head of the Department of Classical Archaeology, Institute of Archaeology, 
Jagiellonian University; Vice-Director, Polish Archaeological Institute at Athens 

Fausto Montana, Professor, University of Pavia 
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Florian Steger, Chair of the Institute of the History, Philosophy and Ethics of Medicine, Chairman of the 
Research Ethics Committee Ulm University 

Gabriel Cooney, Emeritus Professor of Celtic Archaeology, University College Dublin  

Gabriele Cornelli, Universidade de Brasília, Brazil 

Gerry C. Wakker, director of the Dutch National Research School for Classics and Antiquity Studies 
(OIKOS) 

Gonçalo Marcelo, CECH, Universidade de Coimbra / Católica Porto Business School 

Gunhild Vidén, Gothenburg University 

Hans Aili, Professor emeritus of Latin, Stockholm University 

Isabel fernandes, PI Project SHARE – Health and Humanities Acting Together, Faculdade de Letras, 
Universidade de Lisboa 

Isabel Maria Freitas Valente, Universidade de Coimbra, Instituto de Investigação Interdisciplinar da 
Universidade de Coimbra  

Jens Braarvig, Professor Emeritus, University of Oslo, Director of the Norwegian Institute of Philology, 
Member of the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters 

João Rui Couto da Rocha Pita, Faculdade de Farmácia, CEIS20, Universidade de Coimbra 

Jesús Torres Ruiz, IES Alto Conquero Huelva. España 

Joanne Kauffman, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Ret. 

João Luís Cordovil, Coordinator of the Centro de Filosofia das Ciências da Universidade de Lisboa 

Laurent Tissot, Professor of Contemporary History, University of Neuchâtel, GHH 

Leonor Medeiros, CHAM and DH, FCSH, Universidade NOVA de Lisboa 

Luc Brisson, Directeur de Recherche Émérite, CNRS, Centre Jean Pépin 

Luigi Sperti, Università Ca' Foscari, Venice 

Manuel Carlos Lopes Porto, Universidade de Coimbra, Academia das Ciências de Lisboa  

Manuel Cirera Cirera, Ancient Greek and Latin Teacher, Moguer, Huelva 

Marc L. Greenberg, University of Kansas 

Marcel Otte, Professeur Émérite de Préhistoire, Université de Liège, Belgique, Président de la 
commission du Paléolithique Supérieur d'Eurasie, UISPP 

Margalit Berriet, Mémoire de l'Avenir 

Mari Sundli Tveit, Professor, CEO of the Research Council of Norway 

Maria Carla Galavotti, Professor Emerita of Philosophy of Science, Alma Mater Studiorum -  University of 
Bologna 

Maria Manuela Tavares Ribeiro, Universidade de Coimbra, Academia das Ciências de Lisboa 

Maria Teresa Cruz, Faculdade de Ciências Sociais e Humanas / Universidade Nova de Lisboa 

Martino Rossi Monti, Institute of Philosophy in Zagreb, Croatia 

Matthias Middell, Director of the Global and European Studies Institute, Leipzig University 

Mehmet Özdoğan, Prehistory Section, İstanbul University 

Mikhail Lipkin, Institute of world history of the Russian Academy of Sciences 
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Nenad Tasik, Professor at the University of Belgrade, Faculty of Philosophy, Dept. for Archaeology 

Nuno Bicho, Faculdade de Ciências Humanas e Sociais, Universidade do Algarve 

Nuno Guimarães da Costa, ICN Business School 

Orlando Grossegesse, coord. Humanistic Studies on Migrations & Marginalization (EHum2M), CEHUM, 
UMinho 

Paolo Biagi, Senior Researcher, Ca' Foscari University 

Paula Remoaldo, Professor and investigator in Cultural and Creative Tourism from the University of 
Minho 

Peter Glatz, Upper Austrian Association of Classical Teachers in Gymnasia 

Peter Hanenberg, Vice-Rector for Research and Innovation, Universidade Católica Portuguesa 

Philippe Forêt, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Brac University; Swiss Academic Society 
for Environmental Research and Ecology & Department of Social Sciences, University of Basel  

Philippe Stamenkovic, associated researcher in the Centre Gilles Gaston Granger (Aix Marseille 
University / CNRS) 

Raimundo Henriques, CFUL, Universidade de Lisboa 

Rosalind Williams, Dibner Professor of the History of Science and Technology Emerita, Program in 
Science, Technology, and Society, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Serenella Iovino, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, USA 

Sérgio Claudino, Instituto de Geografia e Ordenamento do Território da Universidade de Lisboa 

Silvia Orlandi, Associate Professor at the Department of Classics, Sapienza University of Rome, President 
of the Association Internationale d'Epigraphie Grecque et Latine (AIEGL) 

Stephen Shennan, Institute of Archaeology, University College London 

Steven A Rosen, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev 

Tariq Modood, Director of the Bristol University Research centre for the Study of Ethnicity and 
Citizenship 

Telmo Pereira, Universidade Autónoma de Lisboa, Instituto Politécnico de Tomar, UNIARQ, Universidade 
de Lisboa 

Þorvarður Árnason, Director Hornafjordur Research Centre, University of Iceland 

Torbjörn Lodén, Stockholm University; Royal Swedish Academy of Letters, History and Antiquities; 
International Union of Academies 

Ulrika Maude, Director of the Centre for Health, Humanities and Science, University of Bristol 

Xia Chen, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 

Zbigniew Błocki, Director of the National Science Centre in Poland 

 
 

 

 

 



   

 

11  www.2021portugal.eu 

 

 



   

 

12  www.2021portugal.eu 

 


