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INTRODUCTION

This booklet has been prepared to provide you with 
relevant information about the choices available to 
you in Year 11 for your Key Stage 5 studies and how 
to set about making such choices. 

Year 11 marks the end of compulsory school 
education. At this stage, you have a choice about 
what you would like to do next. Opportunities include 
continuing to study at Cantonian, studying at a 
different educational institution such as college, or 
entering employment or an apprenticeship scheme. 
Whatever you decide, you will receive support from 
the school to prepare you for your next phase. 

If you choose to continue your studies at Cantonian, 
you will be in an environment of excellent teaching 
and support. The size of the school Sixth Form ensures 
that all your teachers know you and are able to 
support you to achieve the best outcomes that you are 
capable of.

In Key Stage 5, you select which subjects you would 
like to study. When making choices, it is important to 
consider how these may affect your future options in 
terms of careers and educational opportunities such 
as University. Your parents/ guardians will have the 
opportunity to speak to staff in relation to any choices 
being considered.

It is important that you think through the implications 
of your choices. In particular, the following are 
important considerations:

•	 An option takes up approximately 1/3  
of your timetable. Pupils work better in subjects 
that they enjoy. 

•	 Opting for a subject requires a two- 
year commitment.

I would recommend talking to your teachers to get 
more information if you are considering choosing  
their subjects. 

All pupils are expected to follow the Welsh 
Baccalaureate qualification in both Years  
12 and 13. 

Thank you for your hard work so far this year and  
good luck with both your studies and the decisions 
that you make. 

Mr G Jones
Head of School
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CAREERS & WORK-RELATED  
EXPERIENCES (CWRE) 
GYRFAOEDD A PHROFIAD GAITH

Students studying with us will receive invaluable 
experiences and lessons via their work experience 
journey through CWRE support and opportunities 
during their time in the Sixth Form as they work 
towards the completion of the Cardiff Commitment 
“What’s Next Award.” This programme is undertaken 
by every sixth form learner in Year 12 and provides 
development of employability skills, engagement 
with employers and work experience, all tracked 
through the on-line platform of Unifrog. Work 
experience will consist of a one-week placement 
in July of Year 12 that has a direct link to subject 
choices and potential career aspirations. Our Sixth 
Form students were the chosen pilot school to lead 
in Cardiff Commitments New Award last year to great 
success, where all achieved highly.

There are several benefits to learners of completion 
of this programme:
•	 Development of employability and skills required 

to support progression into further Education, 
employment and/or Training.

•	 Increased depth of knowledge around the  
world of work and growth sectors in the city  
and wider region.

•	 Participation in work experience (WEX) relevant 
to post-16 subject choices and ability to make 
connections between school and their place in  
the future world of work.

•	 Achievement of an award that will be recognised 
by education and business organisations.

•	 Enriched applications and development  
of additionality needed for a competitive  
labour market.

•	 Constructive feedback from a range of public, 
private and third-party organisations. 

THE AWARD FRAMEWORK

Career Exploration: Explore a variety of career 
options related to chosen areas of study and gain 
a comprehensive understanding of the pathways, 
requirements and responsibilities of different 
industries. Learners actively engage in a range of 
activities and resources that help them gain first-hand 
insights and practical knowledge.

Professional & Soft Skills Development: Learners 
develop essential workplace skills while being 
exposed to real-world problems and scenarios in 
their industries of interest. Learners actively engage 
in practical career-related activities that provides 
hands-on experience and fosters professional growth. 
Industry connections enable learners to develop 
valuable soft and professional skills. 

Networking & Career Coaching: Learners gain 
valuable connections and insights from professionals 
in their desired career fields. Learners actively seek 
out opportunities to engage with industry experts, 
learn from their experiences, and build meaningful 
relationships that can help guide their career paths. 
Establishing a strong professional network provides 
learners with critical industry knowledge and 
enhances their career prospects.

Tailored Work Experience: Learners engage in a 
tailored work experience placement that aligns with 
their subject choices and career aspirations. The work 
experience placement is a minimum of 21 hours and  
is undertaken in July of Year 12.



A LEVEL ART AND DESIGN
SAFON UWCH CELF A DYLUNIO

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

Studying Art and Design provides entry to an 
unprecedented range of specialisms, skills – both 
traditional and digital – and careers. Art and Design 
(Art, Craft and Design) is designed to promote 
learning across a variety of experiences and through 
various processes, tools, techniques, materials and 
resources to generate different kinds of evidence of 
working and outcomes.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level Art and Design will enable you  
to develop:
•	 intellectual, imaginative, creative and intuitive 

capabilities;
•	 investigative, analytical, experimental, practical, 

technical and expressive skills, aesthetic 
understanding and critical judgement;

•	 independence of mind in developing, refining  
and communicating your own ideas, intentions 
and personal outcomes;

•	 an interest in, enthusiasm for, and enjoyment  
of art, craft and design;

•	 the experience of working with a broad range  
of media; 

•	 an understanding of the interrelationship 
between art, craft and design processes and  
an awareness of the contexts in which they 
operate; and

•	 an awareness of different roles, functions, 
audiences and consumers of art, craft  
and design.

	

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 3 units,  
1 AS unit and 2 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Personal Creative Enquiry (an 

extended, exploratory project/portfolio which  
is 40% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 2 (A2): Personal Investigation (consisting  
of two parts: a major in-depth critical, practical 
and theoretical investigative project/portfolio  
and an extended written element totalling 36%  
of the qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (A2): Externally Assessed Assignment 
(based on preparatory study which is 24% of  
the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Artist
Designer
Illustrator
Architect
Arts Professional

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C grade in Art
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature
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A LEVEL BIOLOGY
SAFON UWCH BIOLEG

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

Biology is the study of life. It will enable you to 
develop a vast array of skills and acquire knowledge 
about the natural world and all the living things 
within it. Gaining an A Level in this subject opens 
up a vast range of opportunities for both university 
degrees and career options.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level Biology will enable you to develop:
•	 an understanding of different areas of biology  

and how they relate to each other;
•	 competency in a variety of investigative and  

practical techniques, including using a microscope,  
recording quantitative measurements in a variety  
of contexts, microbiology, fieldwork and dissection;

•	 the ability to apply appropriate mathematical 
skills in biological contexts;

•	 the confidence to apply biological knowledge  
to unfamiliar contexts; and

•	 the ability to analyse, interpret and evaluate 
scientific information.

 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 5 units,  
2 AS units and 3 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Basic Biochemistry and Cell 

Organisation (written examination which is  
20% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 2 (AS): Biodiversity and Physiology of  
Body Systems (written examination which is  
20% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (A2): Energy, Homeostasis and the 
Environment for Life (written examination  
which is 25% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Variation, Inheritance and Options 
(written examination which is 25% of the 
qualification)

•	 Unit 5 (A2): Practical examination (which is  
10% of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Medicine
Healthcare
Science and Research
Agriculture
Sport and Fitness

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 B grade in Biology or BB in Science Double  

Award or Science Applied Double Award
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature
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A LEVEL BUSINESS
SAFON UWCH BUSNES

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

Studying Business introduces you to the dynamic 
business environment and the importance of 
entrepreneurial activity in creating business 
opportunities and sustaining business growth.  
You will have the opportunity to develop a wide 
range of essential skills required for higher 
education and employment.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level Business will enable you to 
investigate different types and sizes of organisations 
in various business sectors and environments, drawing 
on local, national and global contexts, including data 
which relates to the Welsh business environment. You 
will develop an holistic understanding of business 
and enterprise and be aware of the opportunities and 
threats of operating in a global marketplace. You will 
gain an understanding of the important role played 
by small businesses in the economy of Wales and 
the rest of the UK. In addition, you will identify the 
opportunities that exist for entrepreneurs, as well as 
the importance of established business and not-for-
profit organisations in providing goods and services.

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 4 units,  
2 AS units and 2 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Business Opportunities  

(written examination which is 15% of the  
final qualification)

•	 Unit 2 (AS): Business Functions (written 
examination which is 25% of the final 
qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (A2): Business Analysis and Strategy 
(written examination which is 30% of the  
final qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Business in a Changing World  
(written examination which is 30% of the  
final qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Finance
Marketing
Human Resources
Business Management
Retail Management

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C Grade in GCSE Business 
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature
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A LEVEL CHEMISTRY
SAFON UWCH CEMEG

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

Chemistry is the study of all chemical substances 
and how to change one chemical into another. 
The food you eat, the air you breathe, your own 
body, your mobile phone, the plants and streets 
around you are all made of chemicals. As we want 
inexpensive products, chemistry helps to decrease 
economic costs and as we want a safe environment, 
chemistry helps to decrease pollution by detecting 
the toxins and by destroying them. Studying AS/A2 
Chemistry provides the next step in understanding 
the interactions between materials. Most topic 
areas, such as atomic structure, bonding, the 
Periodic Table, energy, rates of reaction and organic 
chemistry will be familiar from GCSE, but explored  
in greater detail throughout the course.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level Chemistry will enable you to:
•	 develop essential knowledge and understanding 

of different areas of the subject and how they 
relate to each other;

•	 develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation 
of the skills, knowledge and understanding of 
scientific methods;

•	 develop competence and confidence in a  
variety of practical, mathematical and problem 
solving skills;

•	 develop your interest in and enthusiasm for 
the subject, including developing an interest in 
further study and careers associated with the 
subject; and

•	 understand how society makes decisions about 
scientific issues and how the sciences contribute 
to the success of the economy and society.

 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 5 units,  
2 AS units and 3 A2 units.
•	 Unit 1 (AS): The language of Chemistry, Structure  

of Matter and Simple Reactions (written examination 
which is 20% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 2 (AS): Energy, Rate and Chemistry of Carbon 
Compounds (written examination which is 20%  
of the qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (A2): Physical and Inorganic Chemistry 
(written examination which is 25% of the 
qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Organic Chemistry and Analysis 
(written examination which is 25% of the 
qualification)

•	 Unit 5 (A2): Practical examination (which is  
10% of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Biomedical Sciences
Dentistry
Engineering
Environmental Science
Medicine
Pharmacy

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 B Grade in Chemistry or BB in Science Double 

Award or Science Applied Double Award
•	 B Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature
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A LEVEL DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
SAFON UWCH DYLUNIO A THECHNOLEG

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

Design and Technology (Product Design) offers a 
unique opportunity for you to identify and solve 
real problems by designing and making products. 
Design and Technology is an inspiring, rigorous 
and practical subject which encourages you to use 
creativity and imagination when applying iterative 
design processes to develop and modify designs, 
and to design and make prototypes that solve  
real-world problems, considering your own and 
others’ needs, wants, aspirations and values.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level Design and Technology (Product 
Design) will enable you to:
•	 work collaboratively to develop and refine your 

ideas, responding to feedback from users, peers 
and expert practitioners;

•	 gain an insight into the creative, engineering  
and manufacturing industries;

•	 develop the capacity to think creatively, 
innovatively and critically through focused 
research and the exploration of design 
opportunities arising from the needs, wants  
and values of users and clients;

•	 develop knowledge and experience of real-world 
contexts for design and technological activity;

•	 develop an in-depth knowledge and 
understanding of materials, components and 
processes associated with the creation of products 
that can be tested and evaluated in use;

•	 make informed design decisions through an 
in-depth understanding of the management and 
development of taking a design through to a 
prototype/product; and

•	 create and analyse a design concept and use a 
range of skills and knowledge from other subject 
areas, including mathematics and science, to 
inform decisions in design and the application  
or development of technology.

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 4 units, 
 2 AS units and 2 A2 units.
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Product Design, technical principles 

and designing and making principles (written 
examination which is 20% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 2 (AS): Design and Make Task (practical 
assessment which is 20% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (A2): Product Design, technical principles 
and designing and making principles (written 
examination which is 30% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Design and Make Project (practical 
assessment which is 30% of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Designer
Engineer
Architect
Project Manager

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C Grade in Design Technology (Product Design)
•	 C grade in English Language or Literature
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 

A Level Design and Technology  Cantonian High School  |  08



A LEVEL DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
SAFON UWCH TECHNOLEG DDIGIDOL

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

Digital Technology advances your understanding of 
the digital technologies that are used by individuals 
and organisations across the world, including 
how they have developed and how they continue 
to change. The qualification will enable you to 
develop a deep understanding of how innovations 
in digital technology, and the increasing levels of 
connectivity between them, impact the lives of 
those who use them and the wider society. You will 
also develop practical skills in developing both 
creative digital products and digital solutions to 
problems faced by organisations, supporting your 
progression into employment in a career that utilises 
digital technologies or onto a programme of higher 
education involving digital technologies.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level Digital Technology will enable  
you to develop:
•	 an understanding of significant past, current and 

emerging digital technologies;
•	 an understanding of the integrated and 

connected nature of digital technologies used by 
individuals and organisations;

•	 skills in researching and exploring issues before 
finding and implementing effective solutions to 
them;

•	 skills in planning, designing and creating 
innovative web-based and multimedia content 
that meets the needs of specific audiences;

•	 an understanding of legal, social, ethical and 
professional and environmental impacts of digital 
technologies on individuals and wider society;

•	 a knowledge of the systems development life 
cycle and its iterative and cyclical nature.

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 4 units,  
2 AS units and 2 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Innovation in Digital Technology 

(written examination which is 20% of the 
qualification)

•	 Unit 2 (AS): Creative Digital Practices  
(non-examination assessment which is 20%  
of the qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (A2): Connected Systems (written 
examination which is 30% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Digital Solutions (non-examination 
assessment which is 30% of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Data Scientist
Electronics Engineer
Software Developer
Computer Analyst

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C Grade in Digitial Technology or Computer 

Science (or B Grade in Maths)
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy
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A LEVEL DRAMA AND THEATRE
SAFON UWCH DRAMA A THEATR

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

You will develop your existing performance ability 
and use this towards achieving an A Level. You’ll gain 
confidence and have fun, you’ll learn to work within 
a team and balance a range of ideas and you’ll  
have a mix of practical and written work unlike  
any other subject.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

•	 Studying Drama and Theatre will give you 
opportunities for higher order thinking, by 
considering ideas which go beyond language.  
This is great brain-training which will help you 
in other areas too.

•	 Through studying Drama and Theatre, you will  
be equipped with the skills to succeed in your 
next steps.

•	 You will have the opportunity learn and develop 
a range of transferable skills and practise 
applying these to new situations. These include 
analytical, problem-solving, organisation and 
time-management skills. You will also be able 
work collaboratively to generate, develop and 
communicate ideas, all of which will develop  
your emotional intelligence.

•	 Your practical skills will be refined and will 
demonstrate creativity, reflection and resilience, 
as well as developing confidence and strong 
presentation skills.

•	 Your written skills, both analytical and creative, 
as well as your ability to self-reflect, will be 
developed through a range of tasks.

 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 4 units,  
2 AS units and 2 A2 units:

•	 Unit 1 (AS): Theatre Workshop (practical, teacher 
assessment which is 24% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 2 (AS): Text in Theatre (written examination 
which is 16% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (A2): Text in Action (practical, externally 
assessed by visiting examiner, which is 36% of  
the qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Text in Performance (written 
examination which is 24% of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Acting
Media
Film or Theatre Director
Sound Design
Stage Management
Producer

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C grade in English Language or Literature
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 

A Level Drama and Theatre  Cantonian High School  |  10



A LEVEL ECONOMICS
SAFON UWCH ECONOMEG

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?
Studying Economics will give you the opportunity 
to develop an awareness of contemporary economic 
issues relevant to the Welsh economy and a broad 
understanding of the recent economic history of 
Wales using publicly accessible information. You will 
develop an understanding of economic concepts 
and theories through a critical consideration of 
current economic issues, problems and institutions 
that affect everyday life.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level Economics will enable you to:
•	 develop an interest in and enthusiasm for  

the subject;
•	 appreciate the contribution of economics to  

the understanding of the wider economic and 
social environment;

•	 develop an understanding of a range of concepts 
and an ability to use those concepts in a variety  
of different contexts;

•	 use an enquiring, critical and thoughtful approach 
to the study of economics and develop an ability 
to think as an economist;

•	 understand that economic behaviour can be 
studied from a range of perspectives; and

•	 develop analytical and quantitative skills, 
together with qualities and attitudes which will 
equip you for the challenges, opportunities and 
responsibilities of adult and working life.

 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 4 units,  
2 AS units and 2 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Introduction to Economic  

Principles (written examination which is  
15% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 2 (AS): Economics in Action (written 
examination which is 25% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (A2): Exploring Economic Behaviour 
(written examination which is 30% of the 
qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Evaluating Economic Models and 
Policies (written examination which is 30% of  
the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Economist
Chartered Accountant
Investment Analyst
Management Consultant
Civil Servant

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C grade in English Language or Literature
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
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A LEVEL ELECTRONICS
SAFON UWCH ELECTRONEG

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

The study of Electronics will enable you to develop 
an understanding of electronic components, 
systems, processes and methods. The contents of 
the course will help you answer questions about 
practical circuits and solve practical engineering 
tasks. The theory covered will be reinforced by 
practical investigations, including design and  
make tasks, throughout the course.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level Electronics will enable you to: 
•	 develop the scientific and engineering skills to 

analyse and design electronic systems for a range 
of practical situations;

•	 develop and demonstrate a deep understanding 
of the nature, processes and methods of 
electronics as an engineering discipline;

•	 develop competence and confidence in a variety 
of practical, mathematical and problem solving 
skills; and

•	 develop and learn how to apply observational, 
practical and problem-solving skills in the 
identification of needs in the world around them 
and the testing of proposed electronic solutions.

 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 3 units,  
all A2 Components:
•	 Component 1 (A2): Principles of Electronics 

(written examination which is 40% of the 
qualification)

•	 Component 2 (A2): Application of Electronics 
(non-examination assessment which is 40% of  
the qualification)

•	 Component 3 (A2): Extended system design and 
realisation tasks (non-examination assessment 
which is 20% of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Process Control
Systems Design
Manufacturing
Robotics/Automation
Medical Services

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 B Grade in Physics or BB in Science Double  

Award or Science Applied Double Award
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature
•	 B Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
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A LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
& LITERATURE
SAFON UWCH IAITH A LLENYDDIAETH SAESNEG

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

Studying English Language and Literature 
promotes the integrated study of English language 
and English literature. It enables you to develop 
intellectual maturity through exploring a range of 
literary and non-literary texts, including the WJEC 
English Language and Literature Poetry Pre-1914 
Anthology. Through their reading, you will be able 
to develop the skills required to interrogate texts, 
be critically reflective, consider other viewpoints, be 
independent, make connections across a range of 
texts and to understand and evaluate the effects of a 
variety of contexts. This qualification also gives you 
opportunities to deepen your enjoyment of English 
language and literature both through reading and 
through creating your own texts. Fundamental to the 
course as a whole, you will demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of how to apply linguistic and 
literary methodologies and concepts to inform your 
responses to and interpretations of text.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying  A Level English Language and Literature 
encourages you to develop your interest and 
enjoyment of English as you:  
•	 develop and apply your knowledge of literary 

analysis and evaluation;
•	 develop and apply your understanding of the 

concepts and methods appropriate for the 
analysis and study of language;

•	 use linguistic and literary approaches in your 
reading and interpretation of texts, showing how 
the two disciplines can relate to each other;

•	 engage creatively and critically with a wide  
range of texts; 
 
 
 

•	 explore the ways in which texts relate to each 
other and the contexts in which they are produced 
and received; and

•	 undertake independent and sustained studies to 
develop your skills as producers and interpreters 
of language.

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 5 units,  
2 AS units and 3 A2 units.
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Comparative Analysis and Creative 

Writing (written examination which is 20% of  
the qualification)

•	 Unit 2 (AS): Drama and Non-literacy text Study 
(written examination which is 20% of the 
qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (A2): Shakespeare (written examination 
which is 20% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Unseen Texts and Prose Study (written 
examination which is 20% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 5 (A2): Critical and Creative Genre Study 
(non-examination assessment which is 20% of  
the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Digital Copywriter
Editorial Assistant
Lexicographer
Journalist
Web Content Manager
Writer

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 B grade in English Language or Literature 
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
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A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE
SAFON UWCH LLENYDDIAETH SAESNEEG

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

Studying English Literature encourages enjoyment 
of literary studies based on an informed personal 
response to a range of texts. The qualification will 
provide you with an introduction to the discipline of 
advanced literary studies and present opportunities 
for reading widely and for making creative and 
informed responses to each of the major literary 
genres of poetry, prose and drama.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level English Literature encourages  
you to develop your interest and enjoyment of 
English as you: 
•	 read widely and independently both set texts and 

others that they you have selected for yourself;
•	 engage critically and creatively with a substantial 

body of texts and ways of responding to them;
•	 develop and effectively apply your knowledge  

of literary analysis and evaluation;
•	 explore the contexts of the texts you are reading 

and others’ interpretations of them; and
•	 undertake independent and sustained studies to 

deepen your appreciation and understanding of 
English literature, including its changing traditions.

 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 5 units,  
2 AS units and 3 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Prose and Drama (written 

examination which is 20% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 2 (AS): Poetry Post-1900 (written 

examination which is 20% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 3 (A2): Poetry Pre-1900 and Unseen  

Poetry (written examination which is 20%  
of the qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Shakespeare (written examination 
which is 20% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 5 (A2): Prose Study (non-examination 
assessment which is 20% of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Digital Copywriter
Editorial Assistant
Lexicographer
Journalist
Web Content Manager
Writer

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 B grade in English Language or Literature 
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
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A LEVEL FILM STUDIES
SAFON UWCH ASTUDIAETHAU FFILM

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

Film is one of the main cultural innovations of 
the 20th century and a major art form of the last 
hundred years. Those who study it characteristically 
bring with them a high degree of enthusiasm and 
excitement for what is a powerful and culturally 
significant medium, inspiring a range of responses 
from the emotional to the reflective. Film Studies 
consequently makes an important contribution 
to the curriculum, offering the opportunity to 
investigate how film works both as a medium of 
representation and as an aesthetic medium. As well 
as gaining an appreciation of film as an art form in 
terms of its visual storytelling, studying film can 
enhance your understanding of the world in terms 
of competing values, attitudes and beliefs. A Level 
Film Studies also incorporates a creative production 
element where you will be able to put what you have 
learnt into practice by making a short film or writing 
a screenplay.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level Film Studies enables you to see the 
world in a different light and develop a wide range of 
transferable skills for further education, work and life: 
•	 Creative Thinking
•	 Critical Thinking
•	 Emotional Intelligence
•	 Film Analysis
•	 Textual Analysis
•	 Communication
•	 Research skills
•	 Literacy
•	 Technical competencies (i.e. film editing)

Students of Film Studies are the students of the future, 
gaining the skills needed to develop successful careers 
and great academic minds.

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 3 units,  
all A2 Components:
•	 Component 1 (A2): Varieties of Film and 

Filmmaking (written examination which is 35%  
of the qualification)

•	 Component 2 (A2): Global Filmmaking 
Perspectives (written examination which is 35%  
of the qualification)

•	 Component 3 (A2): Production of a Short Film  
or Screenplay (non-examination assessment 
which is 30% of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Filmmaking
Directing
Producing
Editing
Journalism

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C grade in English Language or Literature 
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
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A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY
LEFEL A DAEARYDDIAETH

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

Geography encourages you to apply geographical 
knowledge, theory and skills to the world around 
you. In turn this will enable you to develop a 
critical understanding of the world’s people, 
places and environments in the 21st Century. You 
should be able to develop both knowledge and 
understanding of contemporary geographical 
concepts together with transferable skills that will 
enable you to progress to higher education and 
a range of employment opportunities. The focus 
of the qualification is to develop an enthusiasm 
for, and competence in, geography by using 
contemporary real-world contexts, from a range 
of specified scales, and through engagement with, 
and practical application of, geographical skills 
and techniques in the field. This qualification draws 
on both physical and human geography, explores 
people-environment interactions and encourages 
development of fieldwork at the local level to enable 
you to pose enquiry questions

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level Geography will enable you to: 
•	 develop your knowledge of locations, places, 

processes and environments, at all geographical 
scales from local to global across the specification 
as a whole;

•	 develop an in-depth understanding of the 
selected core and non-core processes in physical 
and human geography at a range of temporal and 
spatial scales

•	 recognise and be able to analyse the complexity 
of people-environment interactions at all 
geographical scales, and appreciate how these 
underpin understanding of some of the key issues 
facing the world today;

•	 apply geographical knowledge, understanding, 
skills and approaches in a rigorous way to a range 
of geographical questions and issues, including 
those identified in fieldwork

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 5 units,  
2 AS units and 3 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Changing Landscapes (written 

examination which is 24% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 2 (AS): Changing Place (written examination 

which is 16% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 3 (A2): Global Systems and Global 

Governance (written examination which  
is 24% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Contemporary Themes in Geography 
(written examination which is 16% of the 
qualification)

•	 Unit 5 (A2): Independent Investigation  
(non-examination assessment which is 20%  
of the qualification

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Surveying
Conservation and Sustainability
Town or Transport Planning
Finance
Civil Service/Government
ICT
Insurance/Risk Management

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C grade in Geography 
•	 C grade in English Language or Literature 
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
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A LEVEL GOVERNMENT  
AND POLITICS
SAFON UWCH LLYWODRAETH A GWLEIDYDDIAETH

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

Government and Politics will help you understand 
the political structures that make the decisions 
that shape our world, at a local, national and 
international level. It is a dynamic subject that will 
help you understand important events that are 
reported in the media every day. The qualification 
provides you with a broad, coherent, satisfying 
and worthwhile course of study. It encourages you 
to develop confidence in, and a positive attitude 
towards, politics and to recognise its importance  
in your own life and to society.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level Government and Politics will  
enable you to develop: 
•	 Analytical skills
•	 Critical thinking
•	 Debate and argument construction
•	 Evaluation skills
•	 Literacy
•	 Problem solving skills
•	 Research skills

 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 4 units,  
2 AS units and 2 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Government in Wales and the United 

Kingdom (written examination which is 20% of 
the qualification)

•	 Unit 2 (AS): Living and Participating in a 
Democracy (written examination which is  
20% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (A2): Political Concepts and Theories 
(written examination which is 30% of the 
qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Government and politics of the  
USA (written examination which is 30% of  
the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Business
Journalism
Law
Management
Social Work

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C grade in English Language or Literature 
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 

17  |  Cantonian High School  A Level Government and Politics



A LEVEL HEALTH AND  
SOCIAL CARE, AND CHILDCARE
SAFON UWCH IECHYD A GOFAL CYMDEITHASOL, A GOFAL PLANT

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

This qualification enables you to develop 
and demonstrate your knowledge, skills and 
understanding within the context of health and 
social care, and childcare. You will gain a thorough 
understanding of how service provision in Wales 
supports the development and wellbeing of 
individuals, to be able to make informed decisions 
now and in later life. The GCE AS and A Level in Health 
and Social Care, and Childcare is suitable if you are 
interested in learning about the development and 
care of individuals throughout the life span from 
conception to later adulthood. You will follow a 
broad study of health and social care, and childcare 
at AS, and at A2 develop depth of knowledge and 
understanding in childcare and social care.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying Health and Social Care and Childcare will 
enable you to:
•	 understand the ethical, social and political issues 

affecting the health and social care and childcare 
sectors;

•	 have an awareness of the principles and values 
which underpin health and social care and childcare;

•	 understand the child-centred or person-centred 
approaches to care;

•	 interpret and evaluate theories in health and 
social care and childcare, and reflect on how  
they affect the provision of services; and

•	 identify the sociological, psychological and 
biological factors that contribute to good  
health, and explain the role of government and 
professionals in promoting and maintaining  
good health.

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 4 units,  
2 AS units and 2 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Promoting Health and Wellbeing 

(written examination which is 20% of the 
qualification)

•	 Unit 2 (AS): Supporting Health, Wellbeing and 
Resilience in Wales (non-examination assessment 
which is 20% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (A2): Theoretical Perspectives of Children 
and Young People’s Development (written 
examination which is 30% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Supporting the Development, Health, 
Wellbeing and Resilience of Children and Young 
People (on-examination assessment which is 30% 
of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Nurse
Community Development Worker
Counsellor
Occupational Therapist
Social Worker

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C Grade in GCSE Health and Social Care
•	 C grade in English Language or Literature 
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
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A LEVEL HISTORY
SAFON UWCH HANES

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

History is the study of interpretations of the past. 
Historians explore events that have occurred 
and try to contextualise those events with the 
people who were, and the environment that was, 
contemporaneous to those events. When others 
try to use or misuse “facts” to promote political 
or ideological beliefs, Historians can critically 
evaluate the evidence and try to advance a more 
reliable account. However, every account is likely 
to be different because it is shaped by individuals’ 
experiences and beliefs. This is why the study of 
history is so important: everyone should be able 
to critically evaluate evidence that they find, or 
that is presented to them, and make an informed 
judgement that can affect how we view the past – 
and how we try to shape the future.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level History will enable you to:
•	 develop your interest in and enthusiasm for history;
•	 acquire an understanding of different identities 

within society and an appreciation of social, 
cultural, religious and ethnic differences; and

•	 improve as an effective and independent learner 
who is able to critically reflect on knowledge that 
you have gained and make judgements based on 
the evidence available, always aware that those 
judgements are provisional and may change when 
more evidence comes to light.

 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 5 units,  
2 AS units and 3 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Period Study of Historical  

Concepts (written examination which is 20%  
of the qualification)

•	 Unit 2 (AS): Depth Study of Historical Sources  
and Different Interpretations (written examination 
which is 20% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (A2): Breadth Study (written examination 
which is 20% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Depth Study (written examination 
which is 20% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 5 (A2): Historical Assessment  
(non-examination assessment which is 20% 
of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Civil Servant
History researcher
Law
Journalist

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C Grade in History
•	 C grade in English Language or Literature 
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
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A LEVEL LAW
SAFON UWCH Y GYFRAITH

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

Law enables you to develop an understanding of 
both public and private law within the law of Wales 
and England, and develop skills which will prepare 
you for further study and future careers. This course 
will give you the opportunity to develop your ability 
to analyse both legal rules and principles and factual 
issues. It will enable you to construct persuasive 
legal arguments and to evaluate the strength of such 
arguments. It also enables you to develop the ability 
to think critically about the role of law in society.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

A Level Law will enable you to:
•	 develop your knowledge and understanding of 

the Welsh legal system and areas of both private 
and public law within the law of Wales and 
England;

•	 develop an understanding of legal method and 
reasoning as used by lawyers and the judiciary;

•	 develop and apply the techniques of legal method 
and reasoning to analyse and offer answers to 
problems, based on legal principles, legislation 
and case law; and

•	 develop the ability to construct conclusions and 
communicate legal arguments by reference to 
appropriate legal authorities.

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 4 units,  
2 AS units and 2 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): The Nature of Law and the Welsh and 

English Legal Systems (written examination which 
is 25% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 2 (AS): The Law of Tort (written examination 
which is 15% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (A2): The Practice of Substantive Law 
(written examination which is 30% of the 
qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Substantive Law Perspectives (written 
examination which is 30% of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Lawyer
Barrister
Solicitor
Police
Social Worker
Accountant

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C grade in English Language or Literature 
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
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A LEVEL MATHEMATICS
SAFON UWCH MATHEMATEG

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

Mathematics permeates every aspect of our 
lives. Studying for an A Level in Mathematics will 
complement other studies and provide support for 
those who are taking AS/A Level courses in other 
subjects. Gaining an AS/A Level in Mathematics 
will provide a firm mathematical foundation for 
those who wish to proceed to further study or 
to employment. It will open up a vast range of 
opportunities for both university degrees and  
career options. In this qualification, you will study 
Pure Maths, Statistics and Mechanics.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level maths will enable you to: 
•	 develop an understanding of the different areas  

of mathematics and how they relate to each other;
•	 extend your range of mathematical skills and 

techniques and be able to use and apply them to 
more difficult, unstructured problems;

•	 develop abilities to reason logically and recognise 
incorrect reasoning, to generalise and to construct 
mathematical proofs; and

•	 develop skills relevant to exploring and analysing 
large data sets and be able to interpret data 
presented in summary or graphical form.

 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 4 units,  
2 AS units and 2 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Pure Mathematics (written 

examination which is 25% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 2 (AS): Applied Mathematics (Statistics and 

Mechanics) (written examination which is 15%  
of the qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (A2): Pure Mathematics (written 
examination which is 35% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Applied Mathematics (Statistics, 
Differential Equations and Mechanics) (written 
examination which is 25% of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Financial Analyst
Engineer
Computer Programmer
Medical Scientist
Accountant / Finance
Data Analyst

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C grade in English Language or Literature 
•	 B Grade in Maths or Numeracy (At Higher Tier)
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A LEVEL MEDIA STUDIES
SAFON UWCH ASTUDIO’R CYFRYNGAU

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

The media play a central role in contemporary culture, 
society and politics. They shape our perceptions of the 
world through the representations, ideas and points 
of view they offer. The media have real relevance and 
importance in our lives today, providing us with ways 
to communicate, with forms of cultural expression 
and the ability to participate in key aspects of society.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level Media Studies will enable you to:
•	 understand the relevance and impact of the 

media and its role in your daily life;
•	 develop skills of enquiry, critical understanding 

and analysis of the media through engagement 
with media products and concepts, and through 
the creative application of practical skills; 

•	 explore and understand relevant contexts of media; 
•	 develop an understanding of the dynamic and 

changing relationships between media forms, 
products, media industries and audiences; and 

•	 analyse and apply critical perspectives to  
media products.

•	

 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 4 units,  
2 AS units and 2 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Investigating the Media (written 

examination which is 24% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 2 (AS): Creating a Media Production  

(non-examination assessment which is 16%  
of the qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (A2): Media in the Global Age (written 
examination which is 36% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Creating a Cross-Media Production 
(non-examination assessment which is 24% of  
the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Presenter
Advertising
Media Researcher
Broadcast Journalist

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature 
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
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A LEVEL PHYSICAL EDUCATION
SAFON UWCH YMARFER CORFF

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

Physical Education will enable you to engage in a 
practical course, designed to encourage you to be 
inspired, motivated and challenged by the subject 
and enable you to make informed decisions about 
further learning opportunities and career pathways. 
Through studying AS/A Level Physical Education, you 
will acquire the knowledge, understanding, skills and 
values to develop and maintain your performance 
in physical activities and understand the benefits to 
health, fitness and wellbeing.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level PE will enable you to:
•	 develop theoretical knowledge and 

understanding of the factors that underpin 
physical activity and sport, and use this 
knowledge to improve performance;

•	 understand how physiological and psychological 
states affect performance;

•	 understand the role of technology in physical 
activity and sport;

•	 refine your ability to perform effectively in 
physical activity and sport by developing skills 
and techniques, and selecting and using tactics, 
strategies and/or compositional ideas; and 

•	 develop your ability to analyse and evaluate to 
improve performance.

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 5 units,  
2 AS units and 2 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Exploring Physical Education (written 

examination which is 24% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 2 (AS): Improving Personal Performance in 

Physical Education (non-examination assessment 
which is 16% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (A2): Evaluating Physical Education (written 
examination which is 36% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Refining Personal Performance in 
Physical Education (non-examination assessment 
which is 24% of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Sports Development
Sports Coaching
Physiotherapy
Sports Journalism
Personal Training

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C Grade in PE
•	 B/BC grade in a Science 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature 
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy
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A LEVEL PHYSICS
SAFON UWCH FFISEG

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

Physics provides a broad, coherent, satisfying and 
worthwhile course of study. It encourages you 
to develop confidence in, and a positive attitude 
towards, physics and to recognise its importance in 
your own lives and to society. Physics provides the 
foundations for understanding the material world. 
Scientific understanding is changing our lives and 
 is vital to the world’s future prosperity. Gaining an 
A Level in this subject opens up a vast range  
of opportunities for both university degrees and  
career options.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level Physics will enable you to develop:
•	 an understanding of different areas of physics and 

how they relate to each other;
•	 competency in a variety of investigative and 

practical techniques;
•	 the ability to apply appropriate mathematical 

skills in physics contexts;
•	 the confidence to apply physics knowledge  

to unfamiliar contexts; and
•	 the ability to analyse, interpret and evaluate 

scientific information.
 
A Level Physics also develops your problem solving 
and reasoning skills which are skills that are highly 
valued by employers.

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 5 units,  
2 AS units and 3 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Motion, Energy and Matter (written 

examination which is 20% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 2 (AS): Electricity and Light (written 

examination which is 20% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 3 (A2): Oscillations and Nuclei (written 

examination which is 25% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 4 (A2): Fields and Options (written 

examination which is 25% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 5 (A2): Practical examination (which is  

10% of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Medicine 
Healthcare
Science and Research
Aerospace
Defence
Engineering
Energy

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 B Grade in Physics or BB in Science Double Award 

or Science Applied Double Award
•	 B Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature
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A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY
SAFON UWCH SEICOLEG

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

A Level Psychology is a stimulating, distinctive 
and attractive qualification which provides plenty 
of opportunities for you to study a variety of 
psychological approaches including evolutionary, 
positive and psychodynamic looking at significant 
pieces of research covering a variety of perspectives 
and topics. You will also study the reality of applying 
psychological information to everyday situations  
and how psychological data is collected (through  
your own research).

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level Psychology will enable you to:
•	 develop essential knowledge and understanding 

of different areas of psychology and how they 
relate to each other;

•	 develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation 
of the skills, knowledge and understanding of 
scientific methods in psychology;

•	 develop competence and confidence in a  
variety of practical, mathematical and problem-
solving skills;

•	 develop your interest in and enthusiasm for 
psychology, including developing an interest in 
further study and careers associated with the 
subject; and

•	 understand how society makes decisions  
about psychological issues and how psychology 
contributes to the success of the economy  
and society.

 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 4 units,  
2 AS units and 2 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Psychology: Past to Present (written 

examination which is 20% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 2 (AS): Using Psychological Concepts (written 

examination which is 20% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 3 (A2): Psychology: Implication in the Real 

World (written examination which is 40% of the 
qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Psychology: Applied Research 
Methods (written examination which is 20%  
of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Healthcare
Management
Social Work
Research
Human Resources

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature 
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WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

The study of a modern foreign language beyond 
GCSE will further broaden your horizons, develop 
cultural knowledge and understanding and foster 
transferable skills such as confidence, communication, 
problem solving and creativity. An A Level in Spanish 
will provide you with a firm basis for further language 
study in higher education as well as an invaluable 
communication skill which can be a useful tool 
when studying or working in a multitude of subject 
disciplines such as Business and Commerce, Sciences, 
Medicine and Humanities.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level - Spanish will enable you to:
•	 enhance your linguistic skills and promote and 

develop your capacity for critical thinking;
•	 develop your ability to interact effectively with 

users of the language in speech and in writing, 
including through online media;

•	 develop language learning skills and strategies, 
including communication strategies to sustain 
communication and build fluency and  
confidence; and

•	 engage critically with intellectually stimulating 
texts, films and other materials in the original 
language, developing an appreciation of 
sophisticated and creative uses of the language 
and understanding them within their cultural  
and social context.

 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 5 units,  
2 AS units and 3 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Speaking (non-examination 

assessment which is 12% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 2 (AS): Listening, Reading, Translation and 

Critical Response in Writing (written examination 
which is 28% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (A2): Speaking - Research Project  
(non-examination assessment which is 18%  
of the qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (A2): Listening, Reading and Translation 
(written examination which is 30% of the 
qualification)

•	 Unit 5 (A2): Critical and Analytical Response  
in Writing (written examination which is 12%  
of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Translating
Journalism
International Aid/Development Work
Marketing

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 B Grade in Spanish
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature

A LEVEL SPANISH
LEFEL A SBAENEG
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WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

Over 582,000 people speak Welsh. A further one 
million people can understand the language. All 
children in schools in Wales either speak Welsh or 
learn Welsh so it is going to be a part of the future.  
The ability to speak Welsh could make your CV stand 
out as many companies operate through the medium 
of Welsh whereas some only recruit Welsh speakers! 
The AS and A Level in Welsh Second Language 
encourages you to study Welsh with interest, 
enjoyment and enthusiasm so you can communicate 
correctly and fluently. This will enable you to use 
Welsh outside of the classroom and in your day-to day 
life, so that you can play an effective role in Wales’s 
bilingual society in the 21st century.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying A Level Welsh Second Language will  
enable you to:
•	 communicate correctly and fluently both orally 

and in writing within a wide range of situations 
and contexts;

•	 write creatively and factually for a range  
of purposes;

•	 analyse familiar and unfamiliar texts 
independently;

•	 listen and respond to the opinions of others  
when expressing a point of view;

•	 express an independent opinion, based  
on knowledge and understanding of literary  
and factual texts;

•	 respond in Welsh with clarity, in a relevant, 
confident and structured manner; and

•	 play an appropriate role in a bilingual society  
at the beginning of the 21st century.

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 6 units,  
3 AS units and 3 A2 units:
•	 Unit 1 (AS): Film and Oracy (oral examination 

which is 15% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 2 (AS): Extended Writing (non-examination 

assessment which is 10% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 3 (AS): The Use of Language (written 

examination which is 15% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 4 (A2): Drama and Oracy (oral examination 

which is 25% of the qualification)
•	 Unit 5 (A2): The Welsh Language in Society and 

Translanguaging (written examination which is 
15% of the qualification)

•	 Unit 6 (A2): The Use of Language and the  
Short Story (written examination which is  
20% of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Marketing
Politics
Media
Language Planning
Translation

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 B Grade in Welsh 2nd Language
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature

A LEVEL WELSH SECOND LANGUAGE
LEFEL A CYMRAEG AIL IAITH
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APPLIED SCIENCE
BTEC TYSTYSGRIF ESTYNEDIG MEWN GWYDDONIAETH GYMHWYSOL

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

The applied science sector is diverse and wide-
ranging, including, for example, biomedical, 
forensic, physical and chemical sciences. There 
are approximately 5.8 million people employed in 
applied science occupations in the UK. This equates 
to approximately 20% of the workforce. The applied 
science sector has a crucial role to play in delivering 
economic growth in the UK and allowing companies 
to compete in a rapidly enlarging global market
If you see your future career in Science, the Level 3 
Extended Certificate in Applied Science is an excellent 
starting point. It covers a wide range of topics across 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics and will allow you to 
acquire a high level of practical laboratory skills from 
which the theory is then drawn.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying BTEC Applied Science will enable you to:
•	 develop a strong grasp of the core science concepts 

which will enable you to apply this knowledge
•	 develop laboratory skills, including collaboration 

and team working; and
•	 plan investigations, collect, analyse, and present 

data and communicate results

 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

You will be assessed in three mandatory units: 
•	 Unit 1: Principles and Applications of Science 

(written examination)
•	 Unit 2: Practical Scientific Procedures and 

Techniques (supervised task)
•	 Unit 3: Science Investigation Skills (supervised task)

You will also study and be assessed in an additional unit.

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Biomedical Scientist
Laboratory Technician
Medical Technician
Veterinary Technician

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C/ CD Grade in Science
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature 

BTEC EXTENDED CERTIFICATE 



ESPORTS
BTEC TYSTYSGRIF ESTYNEDIG MEWN CHWARAEON ELECTRONEG

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

eSports is defined as organised competitive  
gaming, which is human versus human, either as 
individuals or in teams. The esports industry is a 
fast-growing global industry. In 2018, the global 
eSports market was valued at £540 million. This 
rose to over £710 million in 2019 and reached 
£1.79 billion in 2022. This suite of qualifications has 
been developed to meet this upcoming demand 
for skills in esports. The qualifications include a 
breadth of transferable skills that enable learners 
to experience different areas of esports to aid their 
progression to employment, either directly or via 
further study. eSports offers a unique opportunity 
to study a sector that crosses over multiple subject 
areas such as sport, marketing, enterprise, IT and the 
creatives. It provides an opportunity for alignment of 
social, physical, mental and financial skills into one 
qualification to deepen and expand learning. These 
are skills that are highly valued in the changing and 
fluid workplace. Learners must apply strategy, skill 
and teamwork to be successful.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying BTEC eSports will enable you to develop:
•	 cognitive and problem-solving skills: using critical 

thinking, approaching non-routine problems and 
applying creative solutions;

•	 interpersonal skills: communicating, working 
collaboratively, negotiating and influencing,  
self-presentation;

•	 intrapersonal skills: self-management, adaptability 
and resilience, self-monitoring and development.

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This qualification is divided into a total of 4 units, 
which are all assessed internally
•	 Unit 1: Introduction to Esports
•	 Unit 2: Esports Skills, Strategies and Analysis
•	 Unit 3: Enterprise and Entrepreneurship in the 

Esports Industry
•	 Unit 4: Health, Wellbeing and Fitness for  

Esports Players

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

ESports player
Team coach
Shoutcaster and presenter
Social media influencer
Video production editor
Data analyst.

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature

BTEC EXTENDED CERTIFICATE 
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PERFORMING ARTS
BTEC TYSTYSGRIF ESTYNEDIG MEWN CELFYDDYDAU PERFFORMIO

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

The BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in 
Performing Arts Practice is intended to develop  
your skills and knowledge in Performing Arts and  
to continue your education through applied 
learning. This qualification gives you a broad 
introduction to the Performing Arts sector with 
an emphasis on core knowledge and fundamental 
skills which are transferable across other sectors 
(including communication, presentation, physical 
and creative skills).

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying BTEC Performing Arts will enable you  
to develop: 
•	 Performance: You’ll refine your instrumental 

performance, acting, singing, or dancing abilities, 
learning techniques to enhance your stage 
presence and performance quality.

•	 Collaboration: Working with peers on 
projects will help you develop teamwork and 
communication skills, essential for ensemble 
performances.

•	 Creative Thinking: You’ll be encouraged to  
think creatively and develop your own ideas  
for performances, which fosters innovation  
and originality.

•	 Technical Skills: Depending on your focus, you 
may learn about lighting, sound, and set design, 
gaining insight into the technical aspects of 
theatre production.

•	 Critical Analysis: You’ll analyse performances 
or scripts, improving your ability to critique and 
provide constructive feedback.

•	 Research Skills: Investigating different genres, 
styles, and historical contexts of performing arts 
will enhance your understanding and appreciation 
of the field.

•	 Project Management: Planning and executing 
performances or productions will help you 
develop organisational skills and learn how to 
manage time effectively.

•	 Confidence and Presentation: Performing in 
front of an audience will build your confidence 
and improve your public speaking and 
presentation skills.

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

You will study four mandatory learning and  
teaching modules:
•	 Performing Arts Skills Development 
•	 The Performing Arts Industry 
•	 Personal Performing Arts Profile 
•	 Collaborative Performing Arts Project

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

The qualification supports you in building your own 
comprehensive personal portfolio in preparation for 
entry to employment in the performing arts industry 
or higher education. This qualification carries UCAS 
points and meets the admission requirements for 
many relevant courses, for example: Degrees in: 
Performance, Theatre Studies, Dance, Drama, Dance 
Culture and Choreography, Acting

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature 
•	 Minimum Grade 3 or equivalent standard 

on instrument of choice if opting for music 
performance 

BTEC EXTENDED CERTIFICATE 
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CRIMINOLOGY
LEFEL 3 TROSEDDEG

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

This qualification looks at the types of crime that 
take place within our society. How do we decide 
which behaviour is criminal? How do we explain 
why some people commit crime and how can we 
use different theories of criminality to explain this 
behaviour? You will study real-life cases in order to 
gain an understanding of the criminal justice system, 
from the crime scene all the way to the courtroom, 
and look at how social control is achieved within  
our society.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying for the Diploma in Criminology will enable 
you to develop the ability to: 
•	 complete project-based research and present it;
•	 collect, analyse and interpret data effectively;
•	 construct well-informed and reasoned arguments 

substantiated by relevant evidence;
•	 learn independently;
•	 work alongside other colleagues in a professional 

environment; and
•	 apply your learning in vocational contexts.

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 4 units,  
2 Certificate units and 2 Diploma units: 
•	 Unit 1 (Certificate): Changing Awareness of  

Crime (controlled assessment which is 25% of  
the qualification)

•	 Unit 2 (Certificate): Criminological Theories 
(written examination which is 25% of the 
qualification)

•	 Unit 3 (Diploma): Crime Scene to Courtroom 
(controlled assessment which is 25% of the 
qualification)

•	 Unit 4 (Diploma): Crime and Punishment (written 
assessment which is 25% of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Police
Forensic Psychology
Probation Service
Prison Service

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature 

LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA IN 
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FOOD SCIENCE AND NUTRITION
LEFEL 3 GWYDDOR BWYD A MAETH

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

The Level 3 Food Science and Nutrition course 
 is equivalent to a full A Level course. An 
understanding of food science and nutrition 
is relevant to many industries and job roles. 
Care providers and nutritionists in hospitals 
use this knowledge, as do sports coaches and 
fitness instructors. Hotels and restaurants, food 
manufacturers and government agencies also  
use this understanding to develop menus, food 
products and policies that support healthy eating 
initiatives. Many employment opportunities within 
the field of food science and nutrition are available 
to graduates.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying Level 3 Food Science and Nutrition will 
enable you to develop:
•	 skills required for independent learning  

and development; 
•	 skills to ensure your own dietary health  

and wellbeing; 
•	 a range of generic and transferable skills; 
•	 the ability to solve problems; and
•	 the skills of project-based research, development 

and presentation.
 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

The WJEC Level 3 Diploma in Food Science and 
Nutrition is assessed using a combination of internal 
and external assessment.

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Nutritionist
Community Nutrition Educator
Nutrition Journalist
Weight Loss Specialist

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C Grade in Food and Nutrition
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature 

LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA IN 
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MEDICAL SCIENCE
LEFEL 3 GWYDDOR MEDDYGOL

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

The WJEC Level 3 Medical Science is different from 
A Level courses offered at Cantonian because the 
emphasis is just as much about developing your 
skills as it is about gaining knowledge. Equivalent  
to a full A Level, graded A* – E, and awarded the 
same UCAS points, this course will provide you with 
the skills and knowledge to enter careers in the 
Applied Science and Healthcare sectors.
Medical Science is the science of dealing with  
the maintenance of health and the prevention  
and treatment of diseases. This new Level 3  
Diploma in Medical Science is for students who  
are interested in careers related to healthcare  
and medical research.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

The Level 3 Applied Certificate/Diploma in Medical 
Science is about how we maintain health and the 
prevention and treatment of diseases. Medical 
scientists are at the forefront of healthcare services,  
as they are vital in the diagnosis of disease, 
determining the effectiveness of treatments and 
searching for new cures. These qualifications provide 
learners with the knowledge, understanding and  
skills in key scientific principles to support progress  
to higher education or employment in areas of  
Medical science.

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

The Level 3 Applied Diploma in Medical Science 
consists of six units, of which units 1,2 and 3 are 
common with the Level 3 Certificate in Medical 
Science: Unit 1 is an exam which makes up 25 %  
of the diploma qualification. Unit 2 is a non-exam 
assessment task which makes up 12.5% of the  
diploma qualification. This is marked by your teacher. 
Unit 3 is a non-exam assessment task which makes 
up 12.5% of the diploma qualification. This is marked 
by your teacher. Unit 4 is a non-exam assessment task 
which makes up 25% of the diploma qualification. 
This is marked by your teacher. Unit 5 is a non-exam 
assessment task which makes up 12.5% of the diploma 
qualification. This is marked by WJEC. Unit 6 is an exam 
which makes up 12.5 % of the diploma qualification.

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Biomedical Scientist 
Laboratory Technician
Medical Technician
Veterinary Technician
Nurse
Midwife 
Healthcare Science 
Research Agriculture 
Sport and Fitness

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature

LEVEL 3 EXTENDED CERTIFICATE 
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TOURISM
LEFEL 3 TWRISTIAETH

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

The travel and tourism industry is one of the fastest 
growing industries in the UK. The value of tourism 
to the UK economy is approximately £209 billion, 
and the sector employs around 4 million people. In 
Wales, tourism currently gives over £6.2 Billion to 
the Welsh economy and provides over 172,000 jobs. 
The WJEC Extended Certificate gives you a broad 
introduction to the travel and tourism industry, with 
an emphasis on core knowledge and fundamental 
skills that can prepare you for higher education and 
employment in the sector. The skills you will develop 
can also be transferred across other sectors. The 
qualification is equivalent in size to one A Level.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying WJEC Tourism will enable you to develop: 
•	 the skills needed to examine, interpret and analyse 

a variety of statistics that measure the importance 
of the global tourism industry and in Wales;

•	 an understanding of the scope of the industry, its 
terminology and its key components;

•	 an awareness of different types of global 
destinations and their importance, and how they 
can best meet a customer’s needs;

•	 your skills in the principles of marketing in 
travel and tourism, including, how to develop a 
successful marketing plan for use by travel and 
tourism organisations to attract and engage with 
customers using research data;

•	 your skills in research and how this can form 
decisions based on a variety of different  
sources; and

•	 your geographical knowledge and ability to 
evaluate travel and tourism data. 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

You will be assessed in two mandatory units: 
•	 Unit 1: The Global Tourism Industry (written 

examination)
•	 Unit 2: Wales as a Tourism Destination (non-

examination assessment)
You will also study the following units:
•	 Unit 3: Managing the Customer Experience  (non-

examination assessment)
•	 Unit 4: Global Destinations (non-examination 

assessment)
•	 Unit 6: Digital Marketing for Tourism and Events 

(non-examination assessment)
•	 Unit 8: Adapting to Change in the Tourism 

Industry (non-examination assessment)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Hospitality Management
Wedding Planning
Public Relations
Travel Agent
Travel Journalism
Cabin Crew

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature

LEVEL 3 EXTENDED CERTIFICATE 

Level 3 Extended Certificate in Tourism  Cantonian High School  |  34



APPLIED BUSINESS
LEFEL 3 BUSNES GYMHWYSOL

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

The Level 3 Business course is equivalent to a full 
A-Level course. It gives a specialised work-related 
qualification and an understanding of the business 
world. It is relevant to most job roles within the 
United Kingdom’s economy. The WJEC Level 3 
Business qualification is designed to provide you 
with specialist knowledge and skills in the sector and 
links directly to a wealth of future career possibilities 
or areas of further study. By opting to study  
Business at KS5, you will use aspects of the course 
in your future when you are employed, become 
self-employed or go to university. It will also greatly 
benefit learners who are looking to undertake 
trainee management or an apprenticeship.  
Subject content you will learn on the course will 
relate to real-life work situations and you will gain 
valuable skills and insights that prepare you for 
employment and future career choices.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying Level 3 Business will enable you to develop 
essential employability skills that are valued by 
employers, further and higher education, including: 
•	 Literacy and numeracy
•	 Digital literacy
•	 Critical thinking and problem solving
•	 Planning and organisation
•	 Creativity and innovation
•	 Personal effectiveness

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

The WJEC Level 3 Business course is assessed  
using a combination of internally assessed  
controlled assessments and external examinations.  
The course consists of a mixture of exam and 
controlled assessment that add up to a combined  
total of 360 guided learning hours (GLH).  
Controlled assessment is under exam conditions  
and exams are externally assessed.

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Most job roles and all areas of business including:
Entrepreneurship
Marketing
Human Resources
Finance & Accounting
Management
Digital Communication

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C Grade in Business
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature

LEVEL 3 EXTENDED CERTIFICATE 
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APPLIED TOURISM
LEFEL 3 TWRISTIAETH GYMHWYSOL

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

The L3 Tourism course is equivalent to a full A-Level. 
It gives a specialist qualification linked to working 
within the sector. Currently £6.2bn goes from this 
sector into the Welsh economy. Tourism provides 
exciting employability opportunities throughout 
the UK and abroad. The course will include learning 
aspects such as global tourism, tourism in Wales, 
customer experience, event management, digital 
marketing. The qualification has been designed  
for those who want to learn more about working in 
this sector and to develop awareness of the range  
of careers and opportunities available. It will support 
those who want to enter employability, training  
or further study.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

•	 Literacy and numeracy
•	 Digital literacy
•	 Working with others
•	 Computer skills
•	 Independent working

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

The WJEC Level 3 Tourism course is assessed using 
a combination of internally assessed controlled 
assessments and external examinations. The course 
consists of a mixture of exam and controlled 
assessment that add up to a combined total of  
360 guided learning hours (GLH). Controlled 
assessment is under exam conditions and exams  
are externally assessed.

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

There are lots of opportunities available,  
some include:
•	 Business & Retail
•	 Events Management
•	 Hospitality
•	 Travel and Tourism
•	 Entertainment

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature

LEVEL 3 EXTENDED CERTIFICATE 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
LEFEL 3 TECHNOLEG GWYBODAETH

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

The BTEC L3 in Information Technology course is 
equivalent to a full A-Level. It gives a specialist 
qualification linked to working in this area. The 
course will enable you to study the fundamental 
knowledge of Information Technology covering 
the role and implications of using information 
technology systems, cyber-security threats and how 
to manage attacks. Learners will develop important 
skills for creating websites to meet a specific purpose 
and to manage data through development of a 
relational database. The Level 3 course will support 
those who want to enter employability, training  
or further study in this field. 

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

•	 Literacy and numeracy
•	 Digital literacy
•	 Problem solving 
•	 Critical thinking
•	 Computing skills

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

The BTEC Level 3 IT course is assessed using a 
combination of internally assessed controlled 
assessments and external examinations. The course 
consists of a mixture of exam and controlled 
assessment that add up to a combined total of  
360 guided learning hours (GLH). Controlled 
assessment is under exam conditions and exams  
are externally assessed.

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

There are lots of opportunities available, some include:
Business & Retail
IT Systems, Networks & Support
Website Development
IT Development

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including:
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature

BTEC LEVEL 3
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SPORT AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION
LEFEL 3 CHWARAEON

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

This course is designed to develop skills that are 
highly desirable for employers not only in the  
Sports and Leisure sector (a multi-billion pound 
industry), but also for careers in the Public Services 
such as the Police, National Health Service,  
Fire and Rescue Service, Education sector and  
Armed Forces. The course is assessed through 
coursework assignments which may include 
practical assessment. There are no exams.
The course runs over 2 years and offers a  
pathway to higher education at University  
when combined with other subjects.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying the NCFE in Sport suite will allow  
for development of:
•	 Cognitive and problem-solving skills: use critical 

thinking, approach non-routine problems 
applying expert and creative solutions, use 
systems and technology.

•	 Interpersonal skills: communicating, working 
collaboratively, negotiating and influencing.

•	 Intrapersonal skills: self-management,  
adaptability and resilience, self-monitoring  
and development, self-presentation. 

 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

The course is assessed from external and internal 
assignment tasks. There are 3 mandatory units and 3 
optional units from:
•	 Exercise, health and lifestyle
•	 Preparing for a career in sport and  

Physical Activity 
•	 Principles of anatomy and physiology
•	 Practical team sports
•	 Sports coaching
•	 Fitness testing for sport and exercise
•	 Fitness Training and Programming

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature

NCFE LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE (ONE ‘A LEVEL’ EQUIVALENCE)
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SPORTING PROGRAMME
RHAGLEN CHWARAEAON

Our specialised Sporting Programme offers 
students an opportunity to develop their sporting 
performance through a bespoke curriculum and  
will undertake a range of modules within their 
chosen route. The units covered will include but  
not be limited to:

•	 Sports Analysis – Use of Veo camera to assess 
performance

•	 Strength and conditioning (Fitness Suite) 
•	 Training sessions
•	 Fixtures every Wednesday afternoon

Students taking the Sporting Programme can  
follow a number of different routes to suit their 
individual needs. 

Route 1: A Level PE, A Level Biology and one other

Route 2: BTEC Level 3 Science, NCFE Sport Level3  
and one other of choice

Route 3: A combination of A Level and BTEC Level 3

All routes will generate UCAS points for entry into all 
UK universities. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Admission onto the Sport Programme will be 
determined on a case-by-case basis, however it is 
expected that students will achieve at least 5 A*-C 
grades GCSE and will have a proven track record 
of involvement in Sport. The study of GCSE PE is 
recommended. Students will also need to meet the 
entry requirements for whichever A Level they wish  
to study alongside the Sporting Pathway and, as in  
all cases, must demonstrate high standards of 
behaviour and attendance. 

HOW CAN I USE THIS PROGRAMME  
IN THE FUTURE?

Many students studying our Sporting Programme 
will progress on to university to study a Sport-related 
course such as Sports Science, Sports Coaching,  
Sports Therapy or Physiotherapy. Furthermore,  
as the Sporting Pathway is undertaken alongside  
other L3 qualifications, it also serves to facilitate  
entry to a much wider range of courses and areas  
of further study. Whether the area of study is linked  
to Sport, the subject area of the A Level or any  
other field, the qualifications will count towards  
any university offer
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UNIFORMED SERVICES
LEFEL 3 GWASANAETHAU ARGYFWNG

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

This qualification will provide you with an in-depth 
understanding of the principles of the uniformed 
services sector and to allow you to explore the 
various avenues of work within it. You will also 
gain transferable skills that can be applied to the 
workplace or further study.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM 
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying Level 3 Certificate for Entry to the 
Uniformed Services will enable you to develop:
•	 an understanding of the uniformed public  

services sector
•	 the opportunity to investigate career 

opportunities in the uniformed services
•	 the ability to prepare for a recruitment interview
•	 an understanding of the personal commitment 

and fitness requirements needed to be employed 
in a uniformed service role

•	 an understanding of the external organisations 
that impact on and influence the work of the 
uniformed services

•	 an understanding of how uniformed services 
organisations respond in emergency situations

•	 the opportunity to understand and develop the 
skills and qualities needed to work in a range of 
uniformed services eg leadership skills, coaching 
skills, conflict management, personal protection, 
teamwork, communication, navigation, drill.

 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

Internally assessed and externally quality  
assured portfolio of evidence (no examination) 
Mandatory Units
•	 Unit 1: Prepare for a career in a chosen  

uniformed service
•	 Unit 2: Develop aspects of physical fitness for 

entry to the uniformed services
•	 Unit 3: Develop leadership skills 
•	 Unit 4: Equality, diversity and inclusion (written 

examination which is 16% of the qualification)

Plus, an additional 2 Optional Units

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Uniformed Services e.g.
Police, Fire Service, Prison Service, and Armed Forces 
or in Customs and Excise, the Security Services or 
Probation Service

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 

LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE FOR ENTRY TO THE 
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BACCALAUREATE 
BAGLORIAETH CYMRU UWCH

WHY WOULD YOU STUDY THIS 
QUALIFICATION?

The Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate 
qualification is designed is to help you develop  
more complex skills, attributes and behaviours.  
It will provide experiences which support your other 
subjects and which will enable you to be better 
prepared for your future destination. Having a large 
number of qualifications such as GCSEs, A Levels  
and a degree is not enough for some employers – 
they want the academic ability but also a whole  
set of skills.

WHAT SKILLS WILL YOU GAIN FROM  
THIS QUALIFICATION? 

Studying Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate will 
enable you to develop:
•	 the ability to express complex ideas both written 

and verbal, adapting language and terminology in 
a manner appropriate for audience;

•	 the ability to collate, analyse and present complex 
numerical data/information from a range of 
sources, extracting appropriate meaning;

•	 the ability to understand and use digital 
technology for complex purposes, in a manner 
appropriate for audience;

•	 the ability to manage yourself and/or others, 
resources and circumstances to achieve a specific 
complex goal;

•	 the ability to gather relevant information, identify 
key issues, linking and comparing information, 
and drawing conclusions to solve complex 
problems; and

•	 the ability to generate original complex ideas and 
practical translation of ideas to develop a new 
or improved product, service, process, system or 
social interaction.

 

HOW IS THIS QUALIFICATION ASSESSED?

This specification is divided into a total of 3 projects 
assessed over the two years:
•	 Global Community Project  

(25% of the qualification)
•	 Future Destinations Project  

(25% of the qualification)
•	 Individual Project (50% of the qualification)

WHAT CAREERS WILL THIS QUALIFICATION 
PREPARE YOU FOR?

Business/HR
Civil Service
Journalism
Politics
Media

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THIS QUALIFICATION?

Minimum 5 GCSEs at grades A*- C including: 	
•	 C Grade in Maths or Numeracy 
•	 C Grade in English Language or Literature 

WELSH BACCALAUREATE ADVANCE SKILLS
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LEVEL 2 PATHWAY
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Cantonian High School offers you a clear pathway  
if you wish to study level 2 (GCSE level 
qualifications). This pathway is for you if you  
have not yet achieved 5 or more C grade or above  
in GCSEs. The purpose of the level 2 options for  
Post 16 are to enable you to gather the skills you 
need to access the next stage of your education  
or work opportunities. Specific courses that will  
be run at this stage are dependent on those who 
select this option.

Pupils will also receive a tailored programme  
designed to raise your aspirations and awareness  
of careers available to them and to inform them of  
the world of work and the next steps they would  
need to achieve your goals.

An example of courses that we run post-16 can be 
found overleaf.



LEVEL 2 PATHWAY CONTINUED
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•	 Maths GCSE Booster 
An opportunity to increase your GCSE grade in 
Maths and improve the skills you have learnt in 
Years 10 and 11 and resit WJEC Maths GCSE.

•	 English GCSE Booster 
This course is an opportunity to improve the skills 
with English teachers to increase your WJEC GCSE 
English Language grade.

•	 Princes Trust 
This qualification is equivalent to either one or  
two GCSEs and gives you the opportunity to 
develop your personal skills and attributes that  
are essential for working life and employment.  
The qualification will also prepare you for 
progression into further education programmes.

•	 SWEET 
The Sweet BTEC qualification is equivalent to at 
one GCSE and develops life skills and promotes 
progression to further study and  
future employment.

•	 BTEC Teamwork and Personal Development  
in the Community 
This qualification is equivalent to two GCSEs  
(Grade B) and gives you the opportunity identify 
and develop different qualities essential for 
effective teamwork, in addition to examining  
the characteristics needed for working as part  
of a team.

•	 Level 1/2 Vocational Award in IT 
This qualification is equivalent to one GCSE  
and gives an understanding of the range of 
hardware, application and specialist software 
used in a range of contexts, including business 
and organisations, education and home use of 
information technology.

•	 L1/2 Award in Vocational ICT 
This qualification is equivalent to 1 GCSE 
and gives an understanding of the range of 
hardware, application and specialist software 
used in a range of contexts including business 
and organisations, education and home use 
of information technology. Learners develop 
working knowledge of databases, spreadsheets, 
automated documents and working with images 
and will apply knowledge to solve problems 
in vocational settings. The course will support 
learners in developing hands-on ICT skills needed 
for employability.

•	 L1/2 Award in Hospitality & Catering 
This qualification is equivalent to 1 GCSE and gives 
an understanding of working in the dynamic, 
vibrant and innovative sector of hospitality. 
Businesses which make up the hospitality sector 
include hotels, restaurants, coffee shops, pubs 
and bars, leisure parks, stadia, nightclubs, contract 
caterers, food service operators, entertainment 
and visitor attractions. Hospitality is the 3rd largest 
private sector employer in the UK. This course has 
been designed to support learners who want to 
learn about this sector and the potential it can 
offer them for their careers or further study.



•	 L1/2 Event Operations 
This qualification is equivalent to 1 GCSE and gives 
understanding and opportunity to develop a 
range of specialist and general skills that support 
progression into working in events which is  
£40bn industry in the UK. It supports roles within 
administration, event planning, sales, branding, 
exhibition organisation and communication 
methods. This course is designed to support 
learners who want to learn about this sector and 
the potential career or further study opportunities.

•	 L1/2 Award in Retail Business 
This qualification is equivalent to 1 GCSE and 
gives understanding of working in this huge 
employment sector which is the largest private 
sector employer in the UK. Learners can aspire 
through this qualification to employment 
opportunities from the shop floor, to show rooms 
to head office. The value of developing skills 
and knowledge in retail business is essential for 
supporting learners into careers in this lucrative 
and enormous sector of employment. 

•	 L1/2 Award In Tourism 
This qualification is equivalent to 1 GCSE and gives 
opportunity to complete work-related activities 
relating to tourism and extend knowledge to 
real-life scenarios. The qualification will focus on 
key areas of customer service, the business of 
tourism and tourist destinations. The qualification 
will provide learners with a broad appreciation 
for working in tourism and provides a foundation 
to progress further into further education, 
employment or training. 

•	 Prince’s Trust Exploring Enterprise 
This qualification is equivalent to 1 GCSE and 
develops knowledge in key areas of running a 
business. It aims to progress learners into business 
ownership, self-employment, employment 
or further study. Learners will develop their 
enterprise skills for developing a business idea 
and model and will gain skills and attributes 
recognised to be a successful entrepreneur.

•	 GCSE Applied Science (Single Award) utilises 
a context led approach to science learning and 
assessment. The qualification combines all three 
elements of Science (Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics) and applies them to the modern world. 
You will develop your practical and problem-
solving skills and understand the important role 
that science has in society.

Pupils will also receive a tailored programme designed 
to raise your aspirations and awareness of careers 
available to them and to inform them of the world  
of work and the next steps they would need to  
achieve your goals.
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DISENTITLEMENT STATEMENT

Please note, the Headteacher may decide to 
withdraw courses from the offer if too few 
pupils choose to study those courses and as  
a result, it would be too costly to run for just  
a small number of pupils. 

There may also be occasions when a pupil’s choice  
is declined such as: 

•	 A pupil chooses a course which is  
not suited to their academic ability. 

•	 A subject may conflict with other  
choices the pupil has made.

•	 There are health & safety risks 

The ‘free choice’ exercise will be used to decide  
course viability and create the option grids to 
maximise pupil choice.  Any courses removed  
will be communicated to pupils. 
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NOTES
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