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	When calling or telephoning

please ask for Amanda Ratcliffe 

6th November 2013


Dear Ms Oliver
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST REFERENCE NO: 003332/13
I write in connection with your request for information dated 10/10/2013, which was received by Greater Manchester Police on 10/10/2013.  I note you seek access to the following information:

· All custody and arrest documents for Mr Michael Stuart Parnell.  

· Details of any efforts Inspector Clitherow has made during the years he has been dealing with this tragic case to bring the matter to a conclusion, which I could have done in 10 minutes. 

Following receipt of your request searches were conducted within Greater Manchester Police to locate information relevant to your request.  I can confirm that the information you have requested is held by Greater Manchester Police.

However, Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act requires Greater Manchester Police, when refusing to provide information (because the information is exempt) to provide you, the applicant, with a notice which: (a) states the fact, (b) specifies the exemption in question and (c) states (if that would otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies. I trust the paragraph covers these requirements.

The following exemptions apply to this request:

· Section 38(1)(a)(b) Health and Safety 
· Section 40(1)(2)(a) Personal Information 
The S38 exemption applied is subject to a public interest test and in this case I would outline the relevant factors as:
The factor considered in favouring the disclosure of the information: that the public would be better informed and aware. 
Factor against the disclosure of information is: loss of confidence in the public authority to protect the well-being of the community. 
When considering the disclosure or non-disclosure of information Greater Manchester Police has to take into account the harm that may be caused to the public and staff. When considering the disclosure of information, in relation to a specific case, as this would show the public how the force is operating to reduce crime and how efficient and effective the force is.

The force also has to consider the non-disclosure of information and the efficient and effective conduct of the force may be compromised by the release of the information requested. Greater Manchester Police also has to consider the disclosure of the information could also endanger the lives of members of the public, police staff and other family members. The safety of individuals is of a paramount importance to the force and a major part of the policing purpose, therefore Greater Manchester Police will not disclosure information which could risk lives or be detrimental to our policing role of enforcing the law and protecting people.

When balancing the public interest test Greater Manchester Police has to consider whether the information should be released into the public domain. Arguments need to be weighed against each other. The most persuasive reason for disclosing the information would be the fact that the public will be better informed, which needs to be weighed against the strongest reasons for non-disclosure, which in this case in the loss in confidence in the public authority and individuals may be placed at risk.
In accordance with the Act, this letter represents a Refusal Notice for this particular request. This action cannot be taken as confirmation or denial that Greater Manchester Police holds the information you have asked for. 

Complaint Rights

Your attention is drawn to the attached sheet, which details your right of complaint. 

Should you have any further inquiries concerning this matter, please write or contact Amanda Ratcliffe,  on telephone number 0161 856 2529 quoting the reference number above.

Yours sincerely,

Amanda Ratcliffe

Information Compliance & Records Management Assistant

COMPLAINT RIGHTS

Are you unhappy with how your request has been handled or do you think the decision is incorrect?

You have the right to require Greater Manchester Police to review their decision.

Prior to lodging a formal complaint you are welcome and encouraged to discuss the decision with the case officer that dealt with your request.

Ask to have the decision looked at again – 

The quickest and easiest way to have the decision looked at again is to telephone the case officer that is nominated at the end of your decision letter.

That person will be able to discuss the decision, explain any issues and assist with any problems.

Complaint

If you are dissatisfied with the handling procedures or the decision of Greater Manchester Police made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 regarding access to information, you can lodge a complaint with Greater Manchester Police to have the decision reviewed.

Complaints should be made in writing and addressed to:

Information Compliance & Records Management Unit Manager

Information Compliance & Records Management Unit

Information Services Branch

Greater Manchester Police

Openshaw Complex

Lawton Street

Manchester

M11 2NS

The Information Commissioner

After lodging a complaint with Greater Manchester Police if you are still dissatisfied with the decision you can make an application to the Information Commissioner for a decision on whether the request for information has been dealt with in accordance with the requirements of the Act.

For information on how to make an application to the Information Commissioner please visit their website at www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk.  Alternatively, phone or write to:

Information Commissioner's Office

Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Phone:  01625 545 700   
Corporate Performance Branch, Data Protection & Computer Audit Section, Police Headquarters,

8th Floor, Chester House, Boyer Street, Old Trafford, Manchester  M16  0RE

Tel: 0161 856 2529, Fax: 0161 856 2534, Minicom: 0161 872 6633, 

Email: pauline.friar@gmp.police.uk
Information Compliance & Records Management Unit, Information Services Branch

 Greater Manchester Police, c/o Openshaw Complex, Lawton Street, Manchester M11 2NS

Tel: 0161 856 2529, Fax: 0161 856 2535, Minicom: 0161 872 6633, 

Email: freedomofinformation@gmp.police.uk

