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Project description

Our Sound Residencies are intergenerational and intercultural
meeting spaces, conceived to raise awareness of sonic

environments (understanding by this both natural & cultural

environments).

They are accessible to both expert and non-expert musicians/
sound artists with an interest in exploring the context of location:
the peripheral town of Blanca (Murcia, ES), a village with 6000
inhabitants, situated 40 km from Murcia city, and 400 km from
Madrid.

Through this program, we aim to promote creativity as a vital
practice and a tool to build new imaginaries of rural areas. In
this sense, the residencies become a bridge that links local
musical traditions to cotemporary urban ones. Moreover, they
bring awareness to the value of popular knowledge that is being
lost and that can be retrieved through art practices. Furthermore,
they contribute to inserting the neglected region of Murcia on
international circuits of contemporary music advocating the

decentralization of cultural practices.
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This program is carried out by AADK Spain, an independent
platform with over 14 years of experience creating cultural
content in rural environments through which more than 700 artists
have passed, counting among them more than 70 musicians and
sound artists.

Moreover, the Residencies are intertwined with other activities
carried out by our platform, being the most relevant of them ROTA,
an annual festival for experimental music that brings international

experts to the village of Blanca.

At a regional level, these are the only residencies focused on
sound and experimental sound/music despite the fact that there

is an interesting local scene.
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Our local context

The residency is set in Blanca: a city in Murcia region with a rich
Arabic heritage and unexplored folkloric traditions rooted in

its farming history (folklore huertano). It shares its magnificent
landscape with the northern part of Africa through the Gibraltar
Arch, and weather conditions that allow to work outdoors most of

the year.

Facing this scenario, we believe that it is crucial to create meeting
spaces where critical thinking is promoted, and connections
between people with different backgrounds are boosted. Many
artists choose to come back to Blanca after their residency periods

end to visit local friends, continue their researches on their own, or

even'move permanently.
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Main Objective:

To develop intergenerational and intercultural meeting
spaces that favour collaboration and exchange of

knowledge through sound-based practices.

Specific objectives:

1) Support the professionalisation of experimental music
creators and sound artists.

2) Raise awareness of the tangible and the immaterial
heritage of the region.

3) Raise awareness on the acoustic environment.

4) Highlight the value of rural areas, thus contributing to

reverse its depopulation.
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About us

AADK Spain is a multidisciplinary art platform based in a rural
community, committed to new lifestyles, care for the environment and
models of conscious consumption. We facilitate meeting & creation
spaces outside the capitals and believe in waving healthier connections

between the urban and the rural to support local economies.

Our philosophy is to support other centres of artistic production.
We advocate visibilizing the region of Murcia, which is considered a

periphery in terms of innovative music hubs.

Since 2012 we are part of a solid network of creative spaces. We
have collaborated with: Spanish Ministry of Culture, the Museum of
Modern Art of Valencia, Polytechnic University of Valencia, Swedish
Art Council, Danish Art Foundation, Goethe Institut, ICI Center of
Postgraduate Research Berlin, Roberto Cimetta Foundation, Carasso
Foundation, among others; and experts in the field of experimental

sound like Morphine Records or Q02 Brussels.

We understand music as a universal language and are dedicated to
exploring its relational potential (from person to person and between
people and their environments). We design activities for audiences
with diverse sociocultural backgrounds, united by an interest in
creative practices and self-expression. Usually, we work with small
groups to build deep and lasting relationships. Our methodology

emphasises organic learning and processes-led practices.
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