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About us

AADK Spain is an international artistic platform dedicated to contemporary 
research and creation, with a strong emphasis on experimentation and process-
based practices. Its work explores the relationships between body, territory 
and spatiality, with particular attention to the aural ܪeld and practices of deep 
listening to the environment.

Since 2012, AADK has promoted the decentralisation of culture and access 
to contemporary art in rural contexts, connecting local territories with 
international artistic networks. More than 700 artists from ܪve continents have 
collaborated with the platform. Through close collaborations with art and cultural 
organisations, artists hosted by AADK become active participants in this network, 
and their work is disseminated both nationally and internationally.

AADK operates independently as an artist-run organisation based at Centro 
Negra in the Ricote Valley (Southern Spain), which functions as a meeting point 
and a reference space within the international cultural landscape. Its activities 
include international residencies, artistic research programs, community-based 
laboratories, workshops, public presentations and collaborative projects that 
foster knowledge exchange, mobility and dialogue between artists, researchers 

and local communities.
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From 2012 AADK Spain manage artist residencies, 
creative and research-based projects rooted in the 
local context, educational programs, and sound 
festivals. Throughout this time, we have hosted 
over 600 national and international artists and 
collaborated with more than 30 cultural institutions 
across Europe. Our key partners include Museo 
Reina Sofía, Matadero and Casa Encendida (Madrid), 
Almudí Palace (Murcia), the Museum of Modern Art 
of Valencia, the Polytechnic University of Valencia, 
Cumplicidades Festival (Lisbon), and the University 
of Alicante, among others.

AADK Spain has played a vital role in increasing 
the international visibility of the Murcia Region by 
showcasing the potential of the Ricote Valley. This is 
evidenced by our inclusion in Inspirational Practices 
in the Living Arts of Ibero-America (GREC Barcelona, 
2020). We are supported by a strong network of 
institutions including the Daniel and Nina Carasso 
Foundation, Goethe-Institut, Acción Cultural Española 
(AC/E), the Spanish Ministry of Culture, the Cervantes 
Institute, and the Murcia City Council.
Pedagogy and critical thinking are essential to our 
work. For ܪve consecutive years, we have developed 
the program Contemporary Practices, which 
features lectures, round tables, and workshops with 

professionals such as Llorenç Barber and Jonatan 
Habib Engqvist, and institutions like the Onassis 
Foundation. This approach is complemented by 
monthly workshops and activities held at our 
facilities.

In the ܪeld of sound, we have led the Sonora program 
for over three years, hosting renowned musicians 
such as Carlos Suárez and Josep Lluís Galiana, 
who offered concerts and workshops in our town. 
Additionally, we have welcomed over 70 international 
sound artists who have participated in residencies or 
showcased their work in our ROTA festival.
Our digital platforms reach over 10,000 followers 
with a strong presence across Europe, the Americas, 
Asia, and Africa. We also collaborate with prominent 
international radio stations such as Radio Alhara 
(Palestine), Cashmere Radio (Berlin), Relativa Radio 
(Madrid), Dublab Radio (Barcelona), and Mutant 
Radio (Tbilisi).

International 
trajectory
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Krig, 2022 

Engagment/ 
Guidelines

Research / creation
Processes / experimentation
Context / Environment
Body / Territory / Spatiality
Ecoacoustics / Aurality
Bodily, cultural and political listening
Communities beyond the human
BIPOC and LGBTQIA+ perspectives and practices
Coexistence / Care politics

Collaborative creation
From local to global
Critical Pedagogies
Recovery of Knowledge / Intangible Cultural Heritage
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AADK Spain’s headquarters are located in the town of Blanca, settled in the heart 
of Ricote Valley. It is known that the origins of Ricote date back to the early 8th 
century, with the Muslim occupation of the Iberian Peninsula.

The town has 6,000 inhabitants and lays on the banks of the Segura River, a 
fundamental water supply for the region. Blanca’s foundation dates back to the 
13th century being initially known as “Negra”, it is believed that because of the dark 
soil of a mountain nearby. The village is circundad by a mountain range and an 
extensive area of pine forests. From its highest cliffs one can perceive the contrast 
between the intense green of the valley, and its semi-desert surroundings. The 
closest city is Murcia —“a fertile land by the water” or “land of myrtle trees”— which 
is 40km away.

We apply methodologies that emphasize immersion in the territory. The interaction 
with the landscape, memory, and imaginaries of the Ricote Valley is central to 
our initiatives, allowing for a rereading of the territory that challenges dominant 

narratives and fosters new ways of inhabiting the world.

The context

Murilo Henrique Jacintho , 2016
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Selma Anders,  2021

Temporary community
 
AADK is a family-friendly space and welcomes children. Pets are also allowed, 

provided that the responsible person stays in a private apartment.

Our programs and activities involve local, national, and international participants. 

Those who are part of AADK Spain, as well as those who visit us, become agents 

within a temporary and shared community, in dialogue with the local community 

of Blanca’s residents. In this context, each person assumes the commitment 

to contribute to a respectful and harmonious coexistence within a small-scale 

environment

We understand this experience as an opportunity for encounter, exchange, and 

engagement with the creative processes of other participants, as well as with the 

social fabric and everyday life of the place that hosts us.
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Programs
AADK Spain develops a series of initiatives and programs aimed at facilitating 
processes of research, creation and access to contemporary culture. Said 
programs are permeable and interconnected. Experimentation is a transversal 
axis to all of them, connecting theoretical and practical aspects with the aim of 
constituting an indivisible body of work.

Denise Aimee Rijnen, 2020
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Situaded residencies

AADK’s Situated Residencies are articulated through transversal lines of action 
that permeate both artistic processes and forms of coexistence and learning.

We pay particular attention to ecoacoustics and aurality, understood as 
embodied, cultural, and political listening practices, as well as to the exploration 
of more-than-human communities. These approaches are developed through 
BIPOC and LGBTQIA+ perspectives and practices, integrating politics of care, 
coexistence, and collaborative creation as central elements of the artistic work.

AADK Spain has been developing artistic residency programs since 2012. Since 
then, it has hosted hundreds of artists and researchers from diverse disciplines, 
generations, and backgrounds.

Our work stems from an ongoing question: what potential does art in context 
and situated practice offer within rural environments? In a world marked by the 
virtualization of relationships and hyperconnectivity, we ask how new forms of 
relationship with the natural and social environment might be established. We 
believe that working at a local scale allows us to rethink global issues.

Tomo Sone, 2020 
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Sonora:
experimental sound school

Sonora School of Sound Experimentation, is an 
educational project that provides a transversal 
and collective approach to musical and acoustic 
education.

It is displayed in four lines of work, being these: 
tuition for children and teenagers through 
experimental music classes instructed in the 
Municipal School of Music of Blanca, instruction in 
sound pedagogy for school teachers and professors, 
our no-a-masters specialized course in experimental 
music and sound art targeting artists and creators, 
and collective creation experiences in which 
prominent sound artists work with speciܪc local 
communities. 

The main objectives of Sonora are: advocating for 
a musical pedagogy based on creation; boosting 
critical thinking and new learning methods through 
sound experimentation; contributing to strengthen 
the ties among different communities of Ricote’s 
Valley through collective creation and play, 
addressing gender issues and cultural diversity as 

Aula infantil de Escucha Activa, 2019

transversal axes; encouraging collaborative attitudes, 
trust and respect among all its participants. 

Through sound practices, Sonora intends to develop 
transformative experiences that can bring awareness 
of acoustic ecology and build up new collective 
imaginaries in the region. 

In addition to the School, AADK Spain develops a 
series of events related to contemporary sound 
practices such as workshops, concerts, laboratories 
and festivals. All together, they contribute to the 
platform’s objective of enhancing the cultural activity 
of the region, bringing artistic creation closer to rural 
areas with the intention of creating new centers that 
are outside conventional cultural circuits.
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Cruce residency

CRUCE is a multidisciplinary residency program with 
an open theme, designed for artists and creators 
who wish to work autonomously and ܫexibly, without 
the obligation to adapt their creative process to the 
local context or to adopt situated approaches —
although these possibilities may arise optionally.

It is a modular program that allows participants to 
tailor their stay according to their individual needs. 
The duration is ܫexible, with a minimum of two 
weeks, and it operates through an ongoing open call 
throughout the year. Places are allocated on a ܪrst-
come, ܪrst-served basis.

Active since late 2020, Cruce has hosted more than 
200 national and international participants. It is 
conceived as a decentralized space for rest, personal 
research, and remote work, promoting innovative 

ways of living, critical thinking, and cultural diversity.

Each month, a temporary community forms, bringing 
together people from different disciplines—artists, 
thinkers, digital nomads, and entrepreneurs—
who share space, ideas, and everyday life among 
themselves and with the inhabitants of Blanca, in 
the Ricote Valley, a rural environment surrounded 
by nature. This context facilitates contact with 
local traditions and contributes to the creation of a 
sustainable cultural ecosystem based on circular 
economy principles and collective coexistence.

Ekaterina Ilina, 2025
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On Duration

ON DURATION is an international artist residency program focused on durational 
and site-speciܪc practice, conceived and founded by performance artist and 
academic Dr. Raegan Truax.

The residency provides a space for artistic growth and critical reܫection, inviting 
participants to explore time as material, method, and political stance through 
their practice. Dominant productive rhythms are questioned, and alternative 
temporalities are experimented with, understanding durational practice as a tool 
to challenge and unsettle oppressive systems and structures.

The program emphasizes embodied practice, the body, and performance 
while encouraging hybridization with other disciplines such as sound, writing, 
and visual arts. It is open to artists of all disciplines who wish to deepen and 
expand the durational dimension in their own work, engage responsively with 
the territory, and resonate with the unique landscapes of the context. An open, 
curious, and receptive attitude is especially valued, allowing participants to 
discover new aspects of their work through time, body, environment, and 
collective experience.
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Jamila Drott, 2025
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Expanded spaces

In 2024, AADK Spain expanded its ܪeld of action to the Greek Peloponnese, 
activating a residency in the village of Nea Livera, conceived in collaboration with 
Manos Kotsaris and Abraham Hurtado. This experience proposed a rethinking 
of the artist’s studio and more traditional practices through work in natural 
environments and outdoors, exploring the landscape as a space for research, 
creation, and coexistence.

The residency was directed at artists from all disciplines, as well as researchers, 
writers, and curators, and fostered a collective reܫection on the role of artistic 
practices in a context shaped by the climate crisis, migration, conܫicts, and 
contemporary social transformations.

This initiative constituted the pilot edition of the Expanded Spaces program, 
marking the beginning of a line of work oriented toward decentralization and 
collaboration with other rural territories.

Jiyu Kwak, 2021
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Critical spatialities
Critical Spatialities Residencies are conceived as a space for situated artistic 
research addressing the interdependencies between technology, natural 
processes, sociopolitical dynamics, ecologies and economies, and the spatial 
realities that emerge from these relationships.

 The program proposes a critical reܫection on how territory is produced, 
organized and inhabited, paying attention to the tensions between urban 
and non-urban environments, culture and nature, and the visible and invisible 
infrastructures that sustain these systems.
The residency aims to identify, analyze and symbolically contribute to the healing 
of metabolic and systemic rifts within the territory, understood as the fractures 
separating local ecologies from economies, and natural rhythms from imposed 
models of productivity.

The projects developed approach the territory through perspectives of deep and 
slow time, considering both contemporary dynamics and the geological, historical 
and environmental processes that shape the landscape.

Irene Trapote, 2023
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Immersives residencies
The Immersive Residencies at the Salinas del Curro take place in a desert-like 
natural environment, deܪned by salt, aridity, and extreme climate conditions 
during certain periods. Located in a semi-arid landscape, these salt ܫats 
form a fragile ecosystem where the climate, water scarcity, and temperature 
 uctuations profoundly shape the body’s experience and perception of theܫ
surroundings.

The program proposes immersive and site-speciܪc work, in which artists live 
in the territory for an extended period, exploring practices of bodily listening, 
somatic awareness, and physical endurance. The relative isolation and intensity 
of the landscape encourage processes of deceleration and attunement to the 
rhythms of the place.

These residencies open a ܪeld of artistic research focused on the relationship 
between body and territory, considering more-than-human ecologies and non-
extractive modes of inhabitation. The immersive experience activates creative 
practices that integrate sustainability, care, and adaptation, inviting ephemeral 
and reܫective interventions.

Anna Franke, 2025
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Sound residencies

AADK Spain’s Sound Residencies are 
intergenerational and intercultural meeting spaces 
designed to explore and investigate the aural ܪeld, 
in both its natural and cultural dimensions. From 
an ecoacoustic perspective, the program promotes 
deep listening as a bodily, cultural, and political 
practice, capable of fostering new relationships with 
the surrounding territory.

These residencies are open to both experienced 
artists and non-experts interested in exploring sound 
as a tool for situated artistic research. The rural and 
peripheral context of the Valle de Ricote encourages 
attentive engagement with the environment, slower 

rhythms of work, and direct interaction with the 
landscape, local communities, and traditional 
knowledge.

The program approaches creativity as a tool to 
imagine new narratives about rural life. In this sense, 
the residencies act as a bridge between local musical 
traditions and contemporary sound practices—from 
folk roots to noise—highlighting endangered popular 
knowledge and supporting its revival through art.

La Capaza, 2023
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Carson Whitmore, 2025 
Photo // Orlando Ruta
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Co-working

Centro Negra

Work spaces
Centro Negra is the main headquarters of AADK Spain and functions as a working 

area and, occasionally, as an exhibition space. The building is located on the hill of 

Blanca’s historic quarter, crowned by a 12th-century Mozarabic castle. This area 

is composed of an old network of narrow alleyways and is accessible only on foot 

(approximately a 5-minute walk from the center of Blanca).

At the beginning of the 20th century, the area was used for animal breeding, giving 

rise to a series of small constructions that served as corrals, which later fell into 

disuse. In 2009, a group of these structures was restored and transformed into the 

modern, integrated building that is now Centro Negra, composed of six different 

interconnected spaces. Each of them is unique in scale and morphology, creating a 

highly versatile complex capable of adapting to multiple purposes.

Our coworking space is located at Centro Negra, in the same building as our artists’ 

studios, with excellent views over the valley. It is a spacious ofܪce with an outdoor 
rest area and a small kitchen for preparing tea and coffee. Access to the coworking 

space is included in all residency programs.

Foto / David Frutos

Studios We currently have ܪve artists’ studios available for residents, which can be either 
individual or shared. Participants in any of our programs form a temporary 

community, sharing common spaces and, due to the building’s interconnected 

layout, occasionally passing through one another’s studios, which encourages 

greater interaction and facilitates permeability between their work.

Casa Jazmín Casa Jazmín is a former artisan house, adjacent to Centro Negra, preserved in its 

original state. It is currently used as a workspace and studio for site-responsive 

projects connected to craft, materiality, and the exploration of spatiality.
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EDOM

Apartments

Accomodation

The individual apartments/studios are equipped with a private kitchen and 

bathroom (shower + toilet) and share a terrace with excellent views of the valley. 

The apartments are adjacent to Centro Negra, with direct access to the studios and 

work areas. They are fully furnished and include bed linen and towels.

The shared house, called EDOM, is located a 5-minute walk from the main building, 

Centro Negra. It consists of six bedrooms, a shared living room, one shared kitchen, 

and three bathrooms. It is equipped with a washing machine, bed linen, and towels. 

EDOM is situated in the heart of the village, offering excellent access to all shops 

and local businesses. It is ideal for immersing yourself in the life of Blanca and 

fostering exchange and collaboration.

Foto / David Frutos

Foto / Berke Halman
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Mario Nieva, 2022
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Stefanie Loveday, 2021

Chago, 2023
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Bianca Lee Velazquez, 2019
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Le Murmurs, 2023

La Capaza, 2022
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Romson Regarde Bustillo, 2022

Ildiko Horvath, 2022



AADK Spain
Research & contemporary 
creation

Calle del Castillo, 30, Blanca,
Murcia, España.

info@aadk.es
http://www.aadk.es

Jasmine Liaw, 2025
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